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Marking the trails for our members

From the Presidents Saddle

April 2019

The best news of the day is that we
have acquired all the funding to pay
for the bridges and the final payment
has been sent. We secured a $5,000
advance from BCHA and a member
filed in the gap. Once the bridges
are completed the grant will provide
the funds to repay the advances. The
bridges are done and will be shipped
to Cedar City’s FS facility by months
end.

I met with the FS folks and discussed
the installation timing only to learn
that the installation will have to wait
until June.

The recent snow pack

May 14th

Meeting at the Commu-
nity Bldg 6:30PM

has caused delays for the ACE
crew who is doing the trail re-routes
and bridge landings..

Jeanette Blasdell lead us on a good
ride last month and we had good
rider participation. Very enjoyable!

One of the items that came up
frequently in the survey was horse
management on the trail. Our May
11th ride will be a trail training
session at the Bromley Ranch. (see
page 7 for details) with a burger
burn to follow. Burger burns are a
lot of work, we will be sending out
an rsvp prior to the event. If not
enough responses we will drop the
burger burn portion of the event.

Happy trails,
PAUL

April showers Gring May

flowers!

|90 0.0.90.

NEXT MEETING

May 14, 6:30PM Com-
munity Building

See Page 7 for details

Monthly Ride!

May 11th Bromley
Ranch—Horse training
day & Burger Burn

10AM

See Page 7 for Details
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BCH Ride at Harrisberg (Leeds)
April 13, 2019
Paul Sloane

After a rainy few days the skies opened up with a beautiful sunny day
- for the ride. Jeanette Blasdell was our ride leader today with a new twist
to this ride that few of us had experienced previously. | had my first
chapter ride here some seven years ago and was looking forward to
experiencing the additional loop. Thirteen of us mustered at the trail-
head ready for Jeanette to lead us off, they were: Jeanette Blasdell,
¥ Freddy Dunn, Lin Hokana, Rick Tabet, New members Larry & Christine
Reseigh, Carol Gregory, David & Judith Mayfield, Dana Millsap, Rich-
ard Boschee, Sherri Phillips, and Paul Sloane.

Today was the first group ride for Lin Hokana's mare since he has moved here to Utah and we were
happy to have Rick Tabet back after his serious car accident. We will miss our loyal member Richard
Bochee as he heads back soon to North Dakota to mind the ranch and miss the heat.

As Jeanette lead us off we followed the typical trails from the trailhead past the movie set and up the draw
then diagonally up the hill to the ridge top. This is where our ride took a different turn than in the past. In-
stead of turning left on the ridge we turned right to a narrow wood stepover which | had seen many times
but never thought of crossing over it and exploring. It is kind of a funky stepover set at an odd angle but
we all got through it either on horseback or on foot and leading our horse. As soon as you leave the
stepover take the left fork of the road and down the hill. Being the responsible ride leader as Jeanette is
she had scouted the trails and putting up cairn's at intersections. Cairn’s on the left side you turn left,
cairn’s on the right you turn right. How could anyone miss those markers? But we did, twice! The good
news is on one of our extra detours we spotted some structures made of stones that appeared to be shel-
ters for the miners as one had window openings. We also passed a vertical mine shaft with a heavy rebar
grate over the top to prevent entrance. (smart move).

Most of the trail is two track trails or bad roads however you would like to identify them that crisscross the
area. We worked our way to the first water crossing where we slowly one by one crossed the water and
continued on. This is a large area to ride in and offers a plethora of trails to choose from. Dana Millsap
was telling me along the trail that she and Jay Rex rode extensively in this area. Of course if you rode with
Jay and Dana the ride would be fast and not take that long to complete. Today we slowed down and en-
joyed the beauty of the area including the Indian paintbrush which were blooming.

We eventually circled around and picked up the trail that we were most familiar with which lead us to the
second water crossing of the day where we stopped for lunch, then continuing on towards the trailhead.
We did stop at the movie set for the film “They Came to Cordura” made in 1959 starring Gary Cooper and
Rita Hayworth to let the new members check it out.

Good job Jeanette!!!
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Eurasia Study Tour Pine Valley

Wednesday April 24th the USFS hosted a group of ten people from East Europe and two repre-
sentatives from the Washington office who were the trip coordinators. The visitors were from the
Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Uzbekistan, & Russia. All were in leadership positions
for their respective country regarding forestry management, conservation, ecology, and volunteer
operations, amongst other interests.

The FS had invited us to participate and speak to them regarding the role BCHA plays in main-
taining trails in the forest. Their tour of Pine Valley began at the Heritage center where they got
an overview of the Dixie NF recreation program and history of the Pine Valley area. The tour con-
tinued on to the camp grounds were campground design principles was the heart of the discus-
sion period. | had joined the tour at the Heritage center and | was glad | did as | learned a great
deal about campground design while listening to the discussions. We stopped for lunch at one of
the group sites where we were able to visit with one another. A man from Georgia sat across
from me and we telling me about the horses in his country and his interest in maintaining trails for
them.

After lunch we moved on to the equestrian center where we were joined by Mel & Marie Lang-
ness, Jeanette Blasdell, Carol Gregory, Don Batemon, Allison Frasier, Freddy & Larry Dunn who
brought their horses and rigs to share with the guests. Freddy and | talked to them about how
we work with the FS both locally and nationally and answered questions from the group. Del
Ormes with the FS demonstrated some of the tools used for trail work. After the discussions
were completed the visitors checked out our rigs and horses and visited a bit more.
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Water Canyon

Just in case anyone has plans to ride from the Water Canyon trailhead any time soon, please be
advised to bring your Duck boat. This photo taken very recently is off the road dropping down
from the Pinto road to the trailhead.

Snow Canyon Saturday May 4th Closures

Snow Canyon Drive and the paved Whiptail Trail through the park will be closed
between 8am and 2 pm to accommodate the cycling portion of Ironman70.3 St
George. The Snow Canyon Overlook off SR-18 will also be closed.
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BCHUSW Meeting Minutes
April 19, 2019

The BCHUSW chapter meeting was called to order April 19, 2019 at the St. George Community
Center by President Paul Sloane. In attendance were: Paul Sloane, Judith Mayfield, Lin Hokana,
Ann Guhman, Richard Boschee, Dana Millsap, and Jeanette Blasdell

Minutes: A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the minutes as published in the
March newsletter.

Treasurer’ Report: A treasurer’s report was not given.

Old Business: Paul shared the progression of the bridge project. A check for $4,925 in grant
money was received from BCHA. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to send $5,000 to
Permapost for the bridges. $7,630 is still due.

A chapter member survey was sent out last month mainly gathering information about our
monthly meetings and chapter rides as participation has been declining in both areas quite .
Thus far Paul has received four responses. Members are encouraged to provide input in hopes
that we can better meet the needs of our members.

New Business: We have been approached by the Desert Reserve to perhaps supplement pa-
trols while we are utilizing the Reserve. Members present at the meeting were agreeable but felt
there should be some kind of training so all of us that would like to assist would be on the same
page. Paul will now follow up to find out exactly what the Reserve had in mind.

Judith Mayfield brought to our attention that parking along 4200 N, a city road used by equestri-
ans and hikers for a long time, has now been closed to the public. Paul, Freddy, and Judith are
pursuing this matter further as this then cuts off access to the Gila trail.

Paul had hoped we would be able to hash out details for next month’s “curbside training and bur-
ger burn” unfortunately Roshelle was unable to attend this month’s meeting. Fine tuning will oc-
cur at our next meeting. It was decided we will have people RSVP for this event.

Recently we received a message about the possible formation of Little Creek Trail on BLM land
near Cedar City. Lin Hokana will be keeping us abreast of what is happening in the future.

Ride Calendar:

May 11" Roshelle’s Curbside Training/ Burger Burn ¥ Natural HO?f Care
W' Bar |

June 8" Pine Valley

Adjoournment: 7:55
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Calendar of Events

CHAPTER MEETINGS :

« May 14—St. George Community Bldg. 6:30pm

Come and participate in our decisions for the chapter!

CHAPTER RIDES: Every 2nd Saturday of each month
(unless specified otherwise)

« May 11th Horse training day at the Bromley Ranch and Burger Burn 10:00 AM.
This is trail riding training day which includes: Bridges, gates, stepovers, tarps (water), and
curbside training (getting on off of rocks, stumps etc).

Directions: SR-18 (Bluff St) north from St George approx 5 mi past Snow Canyon Pkwy.
Turn left on 4200 N and go to the end of the road. The ranch is on the right 3.

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and
in Snow Canyon. We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you
in advance for your compliance with the rules.

This has gotta hurt!: Chapter contacts

President: Paul Sloane 688-8919
psloane@infowest.com

Vice President: Lin Hokana 209-790-9022
Ihokana@tdsmail.com

Secretary: Jeanette Blasdell 818-415-1305
jzblasdell@gmail.com

Treasurer: Judith Mayfield 656-0959
sixagl@awinets.com

Newsletter: Paul Sloane 688.8919
psloane@infowest.com

Rides: Roshelle Bromley 313-7518
romanrider@gmail.com

Website: www.bchu.com—Click on Southwest link




To:

Back Country Horsemen of Utah

Southwest Chapter Newsletter

P.O. Box 3174

St. George, UT 84771

The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah

is:

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and

mules in America’s back country and wilderness.

2. To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack

and saddle stock use.

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands.

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general

public, commensurate with our heritage.

5. To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country

Horsemen throughout Utah.
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