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Back Country Horsemen of  Utah —Southwest  Chapter  

On the good news front Nick Glidden 

has been hired as the new District 

Ranger for Pine Valley replacing Joe 

Rechsteiner.  I have had several 

meetings with Nick, he is a super guy 

and he really appreciates the work 

BCH does in his district.  We will 

enjoy working with him for what we 

hope is a long time. 

Vic Middleton and I met with Nick, 

Will Gilbert & Del Orme with the 

USFS, Hannah Wendel & Kip 

Valesano with ACE along with an 

engineer with the USFS to discuss 

the bridge project.  After the meeting 

it was decided to go to Pine Valley 

and reevaluate the bridge sites.  As 

a result the bridge designs are 

most likely to change (for the better) 

and the location of one will also 

change making it safer for riders 

and hikers to access the bridge. 

Details will follow when confirmed. 

There were rumors floating around 

that the Comanche cabin had 

burned in the fire.  The cabin is 

safe, however the Anderson Valley 

cabin did burn. 

We are still looking for a tech savvy 

person to keep our web page and 

Facebook up to date. 

Looks like BLM will be remodeling 

the Cottonwood trailhead.  They will 

be asking for our help on the 

project. 

Happy trails, 

Paul 
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 BCH Ride at Navajo Lake 

August 11, 2018 
By 

Paul Sloane 
 

Today eight riders and nine horses left the 100 degree heat 
in the St George area to enjoy a day of riding at 9,800 ft ele-
vation and 75 degrees at Navajo Lake. They were: DeAnn 
Fieselman, Michelle Berthoty, Jeanette Blasdell, Pat Mat-
thews, Freddy Dunn, Ellen Hensley, Dana Millsap, and Paul 
Sloane and Alice's horse Roxie. 
 

Upon arriving we were startled to see that our usual parking area at the west end of the lake was 
full of mountain bike riders as was the new parking area at the east end of the lake. We later 
learned that there around 60 high school students in some type of school riding event. We also 
learned that they were riding the Navajo trail loop around the lake. 
 
The four go fast girls took off right away and us remaining four decided to head west and catch 
the Virgin River Rim trail which takes you to higher elevations above most of the Navajo trail loop 
where fewer bike will be present. That worked out pretty well as we met fewer bike riders. Of the 
riders we met all were very courteous and we had the opportunity to educate them on horse/bike 
etiquette as we encountered each group. 
 
I had only done this ride in the reverse direction a couple of times and as a result we missed a 
couple of turns and had to do a little back tracking, not an issue really. Like clockwork, later in the 
day large thunder clouds began forming to the north and announcing their presence. As the 
clouds got darker and closer we decided it would be best to get off the mountain and took the 
next trail heading down the hill towards the lake. We did notice that the trail was not showing the 
use that the others did and soon we found out why; a large tree had fallen across the trail that 
was too high for a horse to step over. Pathfinder Freddy dismounted and blazed a trail down hill, 
around the tree and back up to the trail. We all dismounted and led our horses until we got to the 
back up the hill part. We let the horses go and sent them ahead on their own. It was a real strug-
gle for me to even stand up because my boots have smooth leather soles and on pine needles it 
is like being on ice skates. I had to crawl on my hands and knees to get back up to the trail. 
 
We mounted our horses again and headed down the trail as the skies got darker and we felt a 
rain drop now and then. Once we reconnected with the Navajo trail we turned and headed back 
towards our rigs then crossed the road and cut across the meadow at the west end of the lake to 
our rigs. We undressed our horses, put chairs out and finally sat down for lunch. We finished 
lunch, put everything away and after we got the horses loaded we started back home and then 
rain came. Perfect timing! 
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Cottonwood Trailhead Remodel 
Hi Paul, 

 

It's official! We have received funding for the trailhead improvements (remodel).  

 

The topographic survey has been completed and our district engineer has already started work on the layout. 
I have reviewed a very preliminary draft, which needed many tweaks. She is now revising the layout. As soon 
as it looks presentable, I will send it to you for comment. 

 

I have started the environmental analysis (EA). For this process, we needed to complete a cultural resource 
inventory to check for archaeological sites. I am happy to report that they found no sites that could keep us 
from moving forward. However, we are within critical habitat for the desert tortoise, but we believe that by of-
fering mitigation we come overcome this hurdle. 

 

As mitigation for the loss of burned, but still critical habitat, we are proposing to rehabilitate about 1.2 acres of 
burned landscape around the trailhead. This may be a good BCH volunteer project. It would entail planting 
native containerized plants (just like in a home landscape), cleaning up tumbleweeds (again!), and spreading 
native seeds. We would anticipate doing this work in the fall of 2019, either during or just after completion of 
the trailhead. Would this interest BCH? 

 

I am planning on reusing the equestrian-friendly stepover BCH install previously, so that would leave us need-
ing just the mounting block. I believe you said the BCH could provide one similar to that at Red Mountain 
Trailhead? 
 

 

Best, Lynne 

Lynne Scott 

Landscape Architect 

Bureau of Land Management  
   



 

Page 5  August 2018  

Water Canyon Water Crossing 

Almost four years ago we hooked up with the USFS to install a hard water crossing in Water 

Canyon.  On a recent ride I discovered that the water crossing can use a little love.  We dis-

cussed it at our last chapter meeting and decided that it would be a good project for our Septem-

ber ride (Sept 8th).  It will make a nice ride and the repair will not take too long. 

Along the way I would like to show you an alternate trail up the canyon where we pass  a very 

large boiler left behind by the early pioneers who logged the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Mountain Trailhead  

The south stepover at Red Mountain needs the railroad tie box refilled with sand.  While we are 

at it we need to move the mounting block by the stepover from inside the parking are to the out-

side.  Riders who lead their horses over the stepover  going out will bet better use of the mount-

ing block. 
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BCHUSW Meeting Minutes 
August 14, 2018 

 
 
The BCHUSW chapter meeting was called to order June 12, 2018 at the St. George Community Center 
by President Paul Sloane. In attendance were: Paul Sloane, Judith Mayfield, Rochelle Bromley, Anne 
Gustavson, Jeanette Blasdell, Pat Matthews, and Lin Hokana 
 
Minutes: A motion was made and passed to accept June’s minutes as posted in July’s newsletter, since 

we did not meet in July. 
 
Treasurer’ Report: Judith Mayfield presented the Profit & Loss Previous Year Comparisons for the 

months of June and July. Our total assets for the month of July were $6,223.14 as compared to last year’s 
total of $6,334.95. Our net income at this time is $1,196.06 as compared to last year’s $275.50. 
This month we received a $300.00 grant from the State BCH and it was suggested we move that amount 
to our savings account. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the presented budget. 
 
Old Business: 

 We are still looking for a tech savvy webpage person.  Roshelle has a friend who may consider the 
position.  Will not be back in the area until this fall. 

 Pine Valley bridge preparations are progressing as we received approval for grant money.  Paul 
explained the potential design changes, we are waiting for the outcome of the redesigns.  Hopefully 
installation will occur before Memorial Day. 

 
 

New Business: 

 

 Water Canyon’s hard crossing is in need of repair. We can remedy the current problem during our 
monthly ride in September. 

 We have received beautiful brochures from the State chapter that members can distribute to en-
courage membership. 

 Nicholas Glidden is now the new Pine Valley District Ranger. 
 
Ride Calendar 

 September 8th- Water Canyon 

 October 13th- Snow Canyon and burger burn 

 November 10th-Beaveer Dam Wash 
 
 
 
Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 7:48. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Jeanette Blasdell 
 

Natural Hoof Care    

Barefoot Trimming 

 

 

Jay B. Rex 229-1891 
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CHAPTER RIDES:  Every 2nd Saturday of each month                 

(unless specified otherwise) 

 September 8th—Water Canyon.  In the saddle at 10:00—Bring lunch.  This is a monthly 

ride with a little work project thrown in to repair the hard crossing on the trail.    

                             

 

 October 13th—Snow Canyon and Burger Burn 

Calendar of Events 
  CHAPTER MEETINGS :    

 September 11th—St. George Community Bldg. 6:30pm 

Come and participate in our decisions for the chapter! 

 

 

 

  

Roger Phillips is selling his 2008 Dodge 3500   

diesel truck.  200K miles but mechanically sound. 

Has after market exhaust and H & S tuner. 4 x 4, 

6 speed auto trans, crew cab, short bed.  Set up 

for 5th wheel hitch mount. 

As you know Roger & Crystal moved to CA and 

the truck will not pass smog check in CA. 

Call Roger at 435-773-5708 

Chapter contacts 

President: Paul Sloane                                   688-8919

               psloane@infowest.com 

Vice President: Vic Middleton                        879-9597

                        vicjan@skyviewmail.com 

Secretary:  Jeanette Blasdell   818-415-1305

                 jzblasdell@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Judith Mayfield                              656-0959

                   sixagl@awinets.com 

Newsletter: Paul Sloane          688.8919 

               psloane@infowest.com 

Rides:  Roshelle Bromley                                313-7518                  

               romanrider@gmail.com 

Website: www.bchu.com—Click on Southwest link

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and 

in Snow Canyon.  We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you 

in advance for your compliance with the rules. 

Directions: SR18 to Pine Valley exit, go east to the Pinto Road (dirt) and turn left, (if you get 

to the cemetery you went too far)  go approx 1/2 mi, look for the first road past the cattle 

guard and turn right.  Park your rigs in the meadow. 



The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah 

is: 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and 

mules in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2.  To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack 

and saddle stock use. 

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and 

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general 

public, commensurate with our heritage. 

5.  To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country 

Horsemen throughout Utah. 

To: 

Southwest Chapter Newsletter 
P.O. Box 3174 
St. George, UT 84771 
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