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September 10th 

Meeting at the Commu-

nity Bldg 6:30PM 

  

Back Country Horsemen of  Utah —Southwest  Chapter  

Our summer hiatus is over and we 

are getting back to chapter business.  

We had our ribbon cutting ceremony 

for the bridges and all that we have 

left to do on the project is getting paid 

the grant funds by the state, which 

we are working on now.  This was a 

much more difficult 18 month 

endeavor than I imagined it would be.  

As Lin Hokana said the other day, 

you don’t know how deep the creek 

is until you jump in it. 

We all owe Judith Mayfield a “BIG 

THANK YOU” for standing in for 

Freddy as treasurer while Freddy 

served as Chairman of BCHA.  

Thank you Judith you did an 

excellent job. 

On the bummer side of life, Larry 

Dunn was seriously injured on the 

last 50 yards of their vacation ride 

in Nebraska.  To quote Freddy “He 

lawn darted “ off his horse and 

broke C2 in his neck.  He is home 

now and recovering well. 

I would like to extend a warm 

welcome to Deja Schweitzer our 

newest member.  She has had us 

on her radar ever sense he met us 

at the Washington County Fair 

several years ago.  Now that the 

kids are grown up she has the time 

to ride horses. 

Happy Trails, hope to see you on 

our next ride in September.  We will 

be using our bridges on that ride. 

Paul 
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 BCH Ride at Navajo Lake 

August 10, 2019 

By 

Paul Sloane 
 

Ten riders and their mounts arrived at the trailhead on what turned out to be a perfect day for a ride. We 
would have enjoyed an even dozen riders but Pat Matthews and Lin Hokana suffered a blowout on I-15 
which took them out for the day. Thank goodness they eventually made it back home safely. The ten who 
made it to the trailhead were: Jeanette Blasdell, Ann Guhman, David & Pat Hill, Larry & Chris Reseigh, 
and their friend visiting from CA Jodie Lewis, our newest member Deja Schweitzer who brought along her 
sister Desi Zetterquist, and Paul Sloane. 
 

Today we chose the trail heading east along the north shore of the lake which was full to the brim. The 
water was actually up to the lava on the east end of the lake and the dike was visible under the water from 
the trail. There were surprisingly few mountain bikers but the ones we encountered were courteous and all 
went well in passing on the trail. 
 

We stopped at the east end of the lake for lunch then continued onto the Navajo loop trail on the south 
side of the lake heading west. About mid lake the trail takes you up the hill where you gain around 700ft in 
elevation. Personally I just love riding a horse through the pines with an occasional aspen of group of as-
pens mixed in. Along this trail there are plenty of both. Once at the top at about 9,771 ft. the view is terri-
fic, you can see for miles in a southerly direction. We always seem to stop here and just soak in the 
beauty and with the temps in the mid 70's no one as in a big hurry to leave. From here the trail is pretty 
much at the highest point and there was a bit more of up and down before we dropped off the top and be-
gan descending and looking for the Virgin River Rim trail which takes you back to the west end of the 
lake. 
 

This year the trail was free of any fallen logs which was a good thing. A couple of times before we had to 
make some detours which is not easy in this forest. As we were nearing the lake elevation at the west end 
there was a great view of the very full lake. 
 

Deja has a great AP on her phone called ALLTrails and she provided this image of our ride. It appears to 
be a great AP to have and I can see how it would be useful is sharing trail information.  I am aware that 
many of you have the AP, but those who don’t here it is. 
 
Today we rode 12.3 miles, gained 732 ft in elevation, and rode for 4 hrs. & 7 min.  The black dot on the 
left is the TH and the one on the right is where we had lunch.  Awesome technology! 
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

August 17th was our long awaited ribbon cutting ceremony for the bridges celebrating the final 

completion of the bridges and trail work.  Paul Sloane was the narrator for the ceremony and was 

joined by Kevin Lewis, Director of the Greater Zion Convention & tourism bureau for Washington 

County.  Kevin was the one who put us on to the Outdoor Recreational grant folks that made this 

project possible.  The Greater Zion staff also engaged their PR firm in Denver to publicize this 

event to the news media.   

Also speaking was Bryan Larsen speaking in behalf of the USFS and was a key guy in the actual 

construction process.  He was the person who coordinated with ACE who helped move the mate-

rials to the bridge sites and built the new trails to the bridges.  It would have been a real struggle 

without the ACE crews help.  Without the USFS donating the ACE crews cost to the project again 

the project would have not happened.    

We had north of 25  people show up for the ceremony and were also honored with the atten-

dance of two Washington County Commissioners, Larry and Alan Gardner.  Also a shout out to 

the St. George Chamber of Commerce who provided the very large scissors for the ribbon cut-

ting.  

Least we forget our own BCH members who put their minds and shoulders to the wheel to build 

these bridges.  Great job guys & gals. 

The ribbon cutting is a symbolic way of honoring the array of people to came forward to put the 

puzzle pieces together that made a dream become reality.  The original thought of actually being 

able to build these bridges were dashed because of money and resources, then out of the blue 

came an opportunity, people got to work, pooled knowledge and resources and with determina-

tion here we are, celebrating!  Thank you all!! 
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October, November, & December Rides 

We are still considering several ride options for these months.  If you have 

any suggestions for a ride we would love to here them. 

Sent to: psloane@infowest.com  

Footnote:  Last December at Christmas time my horse TY got really sick and every vet in town had their of-

fice closed for the holiday.  Roshelle had Dr. Moore’s phone number, I called her and she came right out and 

saved the day.  I was so grateful!   Paul 
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BCHUSW Meeting Minutes 
August 13, 2019 

 
 
The BCHUSW chapter meeting was called to order August 13, 2019 at the St. George Community Cen-
ter. In attendance were: Paul Sloane, Judith Mayfield, Freddy Dunn, Lin and Sue Hokana, Jeanette Blas-
dell, Ann Guhman, Keith Christensen, Pat Matthews, and Marie Langness, 
 
Minutes: A motion was made and approved to accept the minutes as printed in May’s newsletter. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Freddy Dunn submitted the Profit & Loss Previous Year Comparison for 
January 1 through July 29, 2019. We have a net income of - $ 11, 242.10 , but we will be doing well finan-
cially once we our reimbursed with the grant money for the two bridges we installed in Pine Valley. Cur-
rently our total assets are $1,99l.12 as compared to last year’s total of $6,223.14 
 
Old Business: Paul Sloane provided members a Grant Financials Breakdown. Currently BCH has accu-

mulated 253 hours of service equaling a monetary value of $6,140 and ACE contributed service equaling 
$13,513. That totals $19,653 in in-kind labor.  That plus our cash contributions is more that enough to get 
reimbursed from the state. 
 
New Business: Paul Sloane brought in a copy of an email showing the distribution of the ribbon cutting 
news release within the WA county offices. This project got great exposure within the county. Freddy and 
Larry Dunn will help direct traffic. Paul made signs so everyone will easily find their way from the parking 
lot to the bridge. Cold drinks and snacks will be available at the ceremony and the forest service will trans-
port them from the Forsythe campground. Kevin Lewis, Brian Larson and Paul will be speaking. 
 
A motion was made and approved to reimburse Paul $76.42 for bridge screws. 
 
Lin Hokana shared the concerns of Dammeron homeowners of a proposed master plan that will be pre-
sented at the August 21st Washington Country Planning Commission. The proposed plan will double Dam-
meron’s size and cut off many its existing trails. At this time BCH feels that this is a homeowner’s matter 
but would like to be kept in the loop as it does affect riders. 
 
Sue Hokana shared a video advertising Iron Spring Resort. The owner would love to develop the facility to 
accommodate equestrians. Sue will follow up to see if we could possibly have, for free, our September 
ride there. Jeanette Blasdell offered to pre-ride the trail if we get the okay. 
 
Ride Calendar:   
 
September 14th Iron Spring Resort 
October 12th Duvall’s or Duncan Springs 
November 9th The Sand Dunes 
*All of the above rides are tentative as we need to check the  
availability of locations. 
 
Adjournment: 7:45 
 

Natural Hoof Care    

Barefoot Trimming 

 

 

Jay B. Rex 229-1891 



 

Page 7  August 2019  

 

CHAPTER RIDES:  Every 2nd Saturday of each month                 

(unless specified otherwise) 

 September 14th—Whipple trail in Pine Valley meet at the Equestrian campground, in the 

saddle at 10:00 AM bring lunch. 

 Not a difficult trail, a lot of up with 16 switch        

 backs, great views of Pine Valley.  Length  

 10.6 miles, elevation gain 1,706 ft, time  

 4 hours. 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
  CHAPTER MEETINGS :    

 Sept 10th—St. George Community Bldg. 6:30pm 

Come and participate in our decisions for the chapter! 

Hat of the Month! 

 Sported by: Desi Zetterquist 

Chapter contacts 

President: Paul Sloane                                   632-7642

               psloane@infowest.com 

Vice President: Lin Hokana                     209-790-9022

                             lhokana@tdsmail.com 

Secretary:  Jeanette Blasdell   818-415-1305

                 jzblasdell@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Freddy Dunn                                 652-4892

              freddydunn@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Paul Sloane          632-7642 

               psloane@infowest.com 

Rides:  Roshelle Bromley                                313-7518                  

               romanrider@gmail.com 

Website: www.bchu.com—Click on Southwest link

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and 

in Snow Canyon.  We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you 

in advance for your compliance with the rules. 



The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah 

is: 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and 

mules in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2.  To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack 

and saddle stock use. 

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and 

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general 

public, commensurate with our heritage. 

5.  To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country 

Horsemen throughout Utah. 

To: 

Southwest Chapter Newsletter 
P.O. Box 3174 
St. George, UT 84771 
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