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Back Country Horsemen of  Utah —Southwest  Chapter  

We have made the $5,000 down 

payment on the bridges and they are 

now under construction.  Anticipated 

delivery will be in late April or early in 

May.  Then the work will begin so be 

ready to pitch in! 

I was at a meeting with Nick Glidden 

our Pine Valley District Ranger where 

he announced that the Anderson trail 

and Mill Creek trail have been 

declared a total loss at this time due 

to fire and rain. They may put crews 

into Mill this summer to hopefully 

establish a passable trail. 

          

While I was attending the 

Washington County Technical 

Committee meeting the members 

were discussing boots on the 

ground monitoring on the Desert 

Reserve.  One member who hikes 

there a lot reported that there are 

too many horsemen who are 

getting off trail and wandering 

around the reserve. There are 

simply not enough law enforcement 

officers available to pull duty on the 

reserve.  They asked if the BCH 

would be interested in helping by 

becoming trail monitors with 

appropriate attire to identify us as 

such.  I told them that I would ask 

our chapter how they feel about 

such a duty.  I would appreciate 

your input on this idea. 

Happy Trails. 

Paul 
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From the Presidents Saddle 

 Membership Application                  8 

Marking the trails for our members 

Monthly Ride! 
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 BCH Ride at Cottonwood Trailhead 

February 9, 2019 

By 

Paul Sloane 

 

This was one of those rides that for whatever reasons, weather, 
prior commitments, or just not interested only two of us arrived for 
the ride. That would be Richard Boschee and myself along Roxie 
that I would pony. Already at the trailhead were Dan Anderson 
and his friend Craig from Cedar City who were there with their 
gaited mules. Craig had the tallest darn mule I have ever seen, a 
beautiful animal for sure. 
 

Dan and Craig were saddled and ready to go when I arrived so they went on ahead of Richard 
and I, we probably could not have kept up anyway. It was a beautiful day to ride and we were 
happy to be there. The trailhead was jammed packed with vehicles and bikes, we were lucky to 
get spots for our rigs. We took the regular route up on the Cottonwood Hills trail until it inter-
sected with the Spanish Wash. Instead of turning north and going up to the rings we headed 
south down the wash stopping along the way to show Richard the markings made by early travel-
ers through the area. We continued on connecting to the Prospector trail and back to our rigs. 
About the time we hit Prospector trail the clouds were getting ugly to the north and we could see 
the rain or snow falling in the distance and coming our way. We thought it to be wise to forgo 
lunch and keep going. As we rode along much to our relief we could feel the wind shifting and 
moving the clouds and rain to the east and the temperature was beginning to drop. 
 

Just as we got to the stepover the guys on the mules arrived back too along with groups of bicy-
clists. My horse TY has stepped over our stepovers a hundred times with out issue, but this time 
he balked because the stepdown over the stepover was deeper that normal. Go figure? 

Richard took his horse and Roxie to the trailers and as soon as TY got lonely he decided the 
stepdown was not so bad after all and took a leap of faith. We decided to utilize the comfort of 
Richards truck to sit and eat lunch, and then load up and head home. 
 

Subsequently at our chapter meeting on Tuesday the subject of ride attendance came up and 
some concerns were expressed about the rides, focusing primarily on etiquette and safety. I took 
the comments seriously and will be working on resolution to these concerns. Stay Tuned! 
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 Washington County’s new trail website is now online 

For many month’s the Washington County Community Development Department has been de-
veloping a county wide trail website with the aid of grant funds and an outside website develop-
ment firm.  It contains all types of trails, hiking, biking, and equestrian.  We have been providing 
information on horse trails and photo’s to them.  This release is phase one and is a ways from 
being fully completed, more phases will be coming and errors will be corrected.  You can contact 

me with any comments as I am serving on the trails committee.  It is a wonderful website! 

The website is:  www.swutahtrails.com 

Proposed new Mill Trailhead (Washington) 

I attended a meeting of the Washington County Technical Committee who were reviewing a pro-
posal by Washington City for a new Mill trailhead (Elephant Arch).  The new trailhead will be over 
an acre in size.  The following drawing is only conceptual and not totally to scale.  It will have pull 
thru trailer parking to accommodate 12 rigs and parking for 18 cars.  It also will have an eques-
trian guzzler to water horses. The stepover is not shown but will be there. At the meeting there 
were several suggestions made so the drawing will change.  Where the cars are shown is the 
existing parking area.  Everything south of the trailhead (top of picture) will eventually be devel-
oped and the roads will be paved up to the trailhead.  There is not a time frame established at 

this time for completion.  
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Note:  I apologize for the format of these minutes.  I could not get them to copy and 

paste as originally sent. 

 

Backcountry Horsemen of Utah State Board Meeting  Minutes January 12, 2019  

 

Meeting called to order at 9:07 a.m. by Chairman Craig Allen.  Minutes of last meeting was moved, seconded and 

passed unanimously.  Nineteen members present.  Seven chapters were represented;  High Uintah, Bridgerland and 

Canyonlands were excused.    

Craig presented the financial report prepared by Treasurer Bev Heffernan, who was excused.  Balance as of Janu-

ary 1st is $13,958.76.  The 2018 revenues exceed expenses by $974.00.  Craig’s summary is that the BCHU is in 

good financial shape. Motion to approve financial report was made, seconded and passed unanimously.  

Membership report had been prepared by Bev and was delivered by Craig.   In 2018 there were 196 individual mem-

bership, 191 family memberships and 2 patron memberships.  That gives BCHU a total of 580 members, a decrease 

of 7 members from 2017.    

Craig led a discussion that BCHA’s Management Service can contract to manage the membership in each of the 

states and chapters.  Several questions were asked and discussed.  This idea needs further research and if devel-

oped would be an online membership program. Craig reminded Board that membership dues are delinquent March 

1st and asked that the Chapter Presidents appoint one individual as the “Membership Contact” and get that name 

and contact info into Craig or Bev.     

While on the subject of memberships, Craig told chapter Presidents and Vice Presidents that the monthly BCHA 

president’s conference call is on the 4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. Mountain Time.  He invited the chapters to listen 

into these calls to learn what happening at the national level and can spread this word to chapter members at their 

monthly meetings. Freddy mentioned that BCHA is sending out a letter in near future to all state organizations to 

forward to the chapters.  This letter explains what BCHA has done to meet the organization’s Purposes and Vision 

and why having increasing membership is important.  She encouraged the Chapter leadership to forward this letter 

to members that have lapsed the last two to three years.   

Vice Chairman Wayne Ludington discussed the Annual Volunteer Hours Report.  Wayne was happy to report that all 

chapters except one had submitted their annual reports prior to this meeting and the missing the chapter had con-

tacted him and was working on their submission.  He thanked chapters several times.  With reports coming in on 

Friday, Wayne couldn’t prepare a 2018 summary but stated his initial review was the Value of Volunteer Hours is 

approximately $422,000, or nearly $100,000 more than 2017.    

As a part of the Volunteer Hours Report, Wayne and Craig used the BCH websites and showed the new officers 

where to find the various forms and instructions on completing this task.  Several questions were answered.   Wayne 

concluded with “If you are doing, it probably counts.”  Craig wrapped up by stating estimating and rounding up is the 

norm and that “Close is good enough!”  However, he stated but one has to feel good about the submission and let 

your conscious be your guide. Both think chapters are still underestimating volunteer hours.  

 

1 
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Craig continued to use the internet and website to cover the Chairman’s report. One noteworthy statistic from 

USFS surveys shows 

“Equestrians count for 3% of the trail users but BCH orgs. Counts for 40%  of the trail work.”   Subjects discussed:    

 Work-

ing with USFS to get sawyer training before fire season and maybe have BCHU members as “train the trainers.”    

 Encouraged chapters to have Volunteer of the Year award and tell chapters to push Trail Forever Donation.  Of this

  dona-

tion, 67% of the money goes to the BCHA Grant Committee to award to individual chapters.  Chapters can apply  fr

om January to March and the awards are announced in April.   

Two persons with a Family membership can now each have their own email address.   

Spent considerable time going through Website’s Membership Page. Encouraged all members to develop a profile. 

  Sign in with first&last name –

 no space. Until password is developed use “BCHA2016. This profile is privacy protected.   Craig invited BCHU Public

 Lands Coordinator Rod Player to join in on following points:   

UT politicians asking for amendments on USFS Roadless Rule.  BCHU is concerned and want to “protect BCH access 

 and use of public lands.”   BCHU responded to NPS request for equestrian information.   

BCHA is against changes to Wilderness Act and mountain bikes in designated wilderness. Not an issue now.      

Rod particularly asked Chapters to track talk on changing trail use and let him know.     Hav-

ing the National Chair from Utah gives us opportunity for a National Report at BCHU meetings. Freddy  dis-

cussed:   65% of BCHA members are females.   

Be appreciative of public lands, eastern chapters are aggressively fighting for what little public land they have.  En-

courages members to visit Extreme Trail Riders and Trailmeister websites for examples.    

Lack of youth membership, which is now a BCHA category of membership.   

Check latest BCHA Newsletter for information on horse manure versus dog & human manure.   Check local/

state community foundations for grants. Chapters can use BCHA criteria to accept grants as non‐profits.   

USFS & NPS units in Oregon are moving toward establishing required permits for all trail users. Land managers agre

e  with statistics that horses are not the problem.  BCHA is fighting along with BCHO that horses should not be requ

ired  to have permits.   Each Chapter followed up with their report.  Craig feels from calls and chapter reports there 

is an increase in  membership and with younger members and activities.  He encouraged this direction.    Elec-

tions for Chairman and Vice Chairman were held.  Nominations were held at last meeting but there was an  oppor-

tunity to nominate others from the floor.  No nominations.  Richard Webb was elected Vice Chair by  acclama-

tion and Wayne Ludington was also elected by acclamation as the new BCHU Chair. Wayne asked Craig  to become 

the State Secretary and he was so appointed.     The next meeting date/

time was set to be 23 March 2019 at 9:00 am at the Richfield Utah Days Inn.  The primary purpose of the meeting 

will be to discuss the upcoming National Board Meeting and to instruct  Utah Delegates as to the consensus opinio

ns on upcoming NBM resolutions and actions.  Meeting Agenda will  also cover any other old and new business as it

 comes before the BCHU State Board.    At approximately 12:30 the meeting was adjourned.      At 1:00 p.m. while p

eople were finishing their lunch the meeting reconvened with the focus shifting to a  train-

ing session for new chapter officers.  There were several new officers from various chapters in  atten-

dance.    Post Script:  Bev Heffernen has accepted appointment as the BCHU State Treasurer.       

Mary F. Poe, Acting BCHU Secretary       2 
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BCHUSW Meeting Minutes 
February 12, 2019 

 
The BCHUSW chapter meeting was called to order February 12, 2019 at the St. George Community Center by 
President Paul Sloane. In attendance were: Paul Sloane, Judith Mayfield, Lin Hokana, Ann Guliman, Marie Lang-
ness, Fran Wilby, Richard Boschee, Susan Hansen, and Jeanette Blasdell. 
 
Minutes: A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes as published in January’s newsletter. 
 
Treasurer’ Report: Our total assets as of this month are $2,817.54 as compared to last year’s total of $7,553.22. 
Our net income at this time is $-3,095.68 as compared to last year’s total of $2,519.14. Judith reported that the large 
difference is due to the $5,000 deposit we placed for the two Pine Valley bridges. We did have eleven more mem-
bers renew and Paul received a list of members still delinquent. 
 
A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the report. 
 
Report on the Northern Corridor: Paul reported that the Northern Corridor Bill is officially dead, but unfortunately 
counsel in Washington County are now trying to approach having it built via the National Environmental Policy Act. 
 
Two of our members, Lin and Marie attended the meeting at the Dixie Center. Lin reported that Conserve Southwest 
Utah proposed making a flyway onto Exit 13. Marie gave Paul one of the maps distributed delineating the Northern 
Corridor. 
 
Old Business: Paul shared the progression of the bridge project. Drawings have now been seen and approved by 
Paul. The bridges are being made by an Oregon company and are projected to be completed in late April or early 
May. 
 
New Business: A motion was made, seconded, and passed to reimburse Freddy $118.06 for travel and lodging ex-
penses while attending the State meeting. 
 
Members communicated our need to revisit the purpose of our monthly rides and brainstormed ways to perhaps bet-
ter meet the needs of our members. 
 
Lin got approval to post upcoming events in the Senior Sampler as another form of communication. 
 
Freddy and Fran will get together to see how we can also utilize Facebook to also communicate with our members 
and others. 
 
Snow Canyon announced that President’s weekend is a great weekend for equestrians to ride somewhere else as it 
is often one of their busiest weekends in the park. 

 
Ride Calendar: 

 

 March 9 Exit 13 
 

 April 13 Harrisburg (Fran and Jeanette offered to share a loop 
they are enjoying.) 

 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:00. 
Respectfully submitted by Jeanette Blasdell. 
 

 
 
 
 

Natural Hoof Care    

Barefoot Trimming 

 

 

Jay B. Rex 229-1891 
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CHAPTER RIDES:  Every 2nd Saturday of each month                 

(unless specified otherwise) 

 March 9th—Brackens Loop on the Desert Reserve. In the saddle at 10:00AM, Bring lunch 

Directions: Take Exit 13 off I-15. Go north off the exit (100 yds or so) and park along the road 

in the dirt area on the right at the trailhead. 

 April 13th—Harrisberg (New trail) 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
  CHAPTER MEETINGS :    

 March 12th—St. George Community Bldg. 6:30pm 

Come and participate in our decisions for the chapter! 

 Chapter contacts 

President: Paul Sloane                                   688-8919

               psloane@infowest.com 

Vice President: Lin Hokana                     209-790-9022

                             lhokana@tdsmail.com 

Secretary:  Jeanette Blasdell   818-415-1305

                 jzblasdell@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Judith Mayfield                              656-0959

                   sixagl@awinets.com 

Newsletter: Paul Sloane          688.8919 

               psloane@infowest.com 

Rides:  Roshelle Bromley                                313-7518                  

               romanrider@gmail.com 

Website: www.bchu.com—Click on Southwest link

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and 

in Snow Canyon.  We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you 

in advance for your compliance with the rules. 



The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah 

is: 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and 

mules in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2.  To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack 

and saddle stock use. 

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and 

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general 

public, commensurate with our heritage. 

5.  To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country 

Horsemen throughout Utah. 

To: 

Southwest Chapter Newsletter 
P.O. Box 3174 
St. George, UT 84771 
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