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Back Country Horsemen of  Utah ðSouthwest  Chapter  

Happy New Year to everyone!  I am 

looking forward to a great year and 

hope that we will continue to get a lot 

accomplished through our hard work 

and diligence.  

Of course the big project for this year 

will be the construction of the two 

bridges in Pine Valley.  Our chapter 

put the check for $5,000 in the mail 

to start the actual building of the 

bridges.  They are expected to be 

delivered in late April or early May to 

the USFS yard in Cedar City.  Once 

the bridge sites are prepared for the 

bridges then they will be transported 

to their respective sites in Pine 

Valley.  That is when our work 

starts!! 

I am currently working with Kristen 

in Snow Canyon to get a bridge 

built at the south entrance parking 

area.  It will be a 12ft bridge 

spanning the ravine just outside the 

stepover at the parking lot.  We are 

working on resources and designs 

now. 

Due to the partial government 

shutdown our forest guys are on 

furlough so we are out of 

communication with them for as 

long as this drags on. 

We are anticipating that the Cotton-  

wood trailhead remodel will take 

place this year too.  Not sure on the 

depth of involvement our chapter 

will have on the remodel. 

If you have not renewed your 

membership for this year please 

do so ASAP.  Invoices will be 

sent out soon to those who have 

not renewed .   

BE A PART OF ALL THE GREAT 

STUFF HAPPENING!  

Happy trails, 

Paul 
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 BCH Ride at Valley of Fire  
January 12, 2019 

By 
Paul Sloane 

 

On a chilly, cloudy, and breezy 46 degree morning twenty 
three riders and their mounts mustered at the designated 
location along the road to the Valley of fire in Nevada hoping 
that the sun would quickly peak out from behind the cloud 
cover. Riding were Richard Boschee, Jeanette Blasdell, Lin 
Hokana, Rochelle Bromley, Tamera Burton, Deven Robin-
son, Jodi Blatter, Maye Bromley, Debra Anderson, Ann 
Guhman, Paul Sloane and Mike and Kathy Duvall who 
brought along Nakaya Huber, Takara Huber, Chris Huber 
and Don Evans, all from Enterprise. Traveling all the way 
from Antimony, UT to ride with us were Tim Jessop, Trayl 
Jessop, Liz O'Dell, Michelle Painter, Skye Lindgren, and Ole 
Lindgren. 
 

As most were mounted and ready to go there was an issue with some tack and it was decided that those 
who were ready to head out should go ahead as the horses were anxious to get going. The rest would 
catch up soon. The plan did not exactly work as planned as it was not until after lunch we hooked up for a 
brief period. 
 
All that aside, the Valley of Fire is a great place to ride with a wide range of terrain from flat sandy to more 
technical riding that was especially challenging for the young riders with us today. The red rocks provide 
never ending unique formations around every corner starting with the well known elephant rock and con-
tinued through out the ride. Once into the canyons that blocked the winds it was much more comfortable 
especially when the sun finally peaked out from behind the clouds and the temperatures rose into the 
60's. Our lead group stopped for lunch to wait for the second group and unknown to us the second group 
stopped for lunch just a short distance from us, so we were not able to enjoy lunch together. We soon met 
up and visited for awhile then continued on our ride heading towards our rigs. 
 
There was a couple of challenging places in the trail heading back that slowed some of the riders up 
which caused us to get spread out once again. One thing about riding at the Valley of Fire is that the 
routes are not nose to tail riding with the exception of some narrow places where single file is necessary. 
The open riding allows riders to enjoy their own space for the most part. 
 
On the way back to our rigs some of us took a little extra time to see some Petroglyphs along the way. 
It was a very enjoyable four hours of riding in a wonderful park.  Sorry to say no Rocky Mountain sheep 
were spotted on this trip. 

Petroglyphs  
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Hey, Itôs my lunch 


