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Back Country Horsemen of  Utah —Southwest  Chapter  

Hope this newsletter finds everyone  

healthy and ready to get out and ride! 

Unfortunately I will probably not be 

able to join you for a few months yet. 

In December I collapsed when 

feeding my horses and ended up in 

the ER.  The diagnosis was I suffered 

a Pulmonary Embolism which is a 

fancy word for blood clots in both 

lungs. The most likely suspect is from 

the major bruising in my leg I got 

when I fell off the bridge we were 

building in Pine Valley.  I will however  

be continuing on as President doing 

all the necessary meetings and 

working towards getting things done. 

In January Freddy conducted a poll 

of our members regarding retaining 

our present officers for this year. 

The vote was unanimous to keep 

us all on the job. Thank you!    

I am pleased to say that we have 

added twelve new and/or renewed 

former members to our roster this 

year.  (See page 4) Don’t be 

bashful, invite a prospect on a ride 

or meeting to get them interested 

and involved. 

Take note we are returning to 

having our monthly chapter 

meetings at the community bldg 

starting Tuesday March 9th, hope 

to see you there. 

Happy Trails, and be safe out 

there! 

Paul 
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From the Presidents Saddle 

 Membership Application                  7 

Marking the trails for our members 

Monthly Ride! 

 

Let’s get out there and ride ! 
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BCH Ride at the  Valley of Fire  

February 13, 2021 by Kathy McGann 

 

Shiney, we’re not in Montana anymore! 
 
Shiney (aka Honey Moonshine) my 9-year-old gelding, has been my 
steady eddy all over Montana.  Since I officially became a snowbird this 
year, we’re enjoying the myriad a trails Southern Utah has to offer...and 
now Nevada.  I kept hearing how spectacular The Valley of Fire ride 
was, and Shiney and I weren’t about to miss it .  

Riding today were BCH members Debra Anderson (Ride Leader), Larry 
Dunn, Freddy Dunn, Lin Hokana, Kathy McCann, Rick Tabet, Steve 
Julian, Ashly Moll.  Plus Guests Scott & Jackie Durfey, Brian Jensen, 
Jennifer Kluck, Luck Bromley and Ayden Morrow 
 

The Valley of Fire State Park in Nevada at 46,000 acres is akin to Snow Canyon State Park on steroids (a 
mere 7,400 acres).  It boasts similar red and white sandstone formations which formed from shifting sand 
dunes 150 million years ago. 
 
Trailering over in groups, we met up with several other riders from Nevada, including our group leader, Deb-
orah.  She really knew this area!  First stop, the elephant!  Then up and over our first technical section.  Never 
underestimate the value of a good trail horse.  Everyone’s mount was sure footed and steady (including one 
novice rider on a seasoned Icelandic) 
 
Passing a group of seven desert bighorn sheep was an added bonus.  Not at all worried by our presence, the 
question was raised, “how do they survive with so little water?”  Apparently, they can go for weeks without a 
reliable source of water, thus surviving in areas that are too dry for their predators.  Smart sheep! 

Continuing on through another technical section with warnings of, “don’t follow too closely.”  “Give me plenty 
of room.” And at the end, “that wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be :)”. No blood was drawn by human or 
horse. 

Next stop, God’s bowl.  A peaceful area of white sandstone, almost like an Italian Cathedral, made a lovely 
lunch stop.  The sun was shining, the sky was blue, and the perfect temperature hovering around 60 degrees. 

Shiney decided to do a little jig on the way to our final destination.  Me, “whoa, whoa!  I have a situation.  He’s 
acting like he has a cactus in his butt!”  Well, close.  Turns out he had a cactus on his fetlock.  Sensitive 
boy.  Thank goodness for Lin’s pliers.   

Our final destination was the petroglyphs with the bighorn sheep.  The dark clouds were looming after this fi-
nal photo op, so we all were practicing our speed walk on the way back to the trailers.  Our tour guide offered 
me the chance to ride her Icelandic, but with the wind picking up and looking like a hail storm coming our way, 
everyone just hustled to get their tack off and horses loaded.   

Only a few intrepid souls stopped for ice cream on the way home.  The perfect end to a perfect ride....mocha 
almond fudge.   
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Red Mountain Trailhead 

On February 13th Freddy Dunn received the following information from BLM regarding up-grades 

to the trailhead.  

Hi Freddy,   

Follow up on the Red Mountain trailhead access road conditions.  One of my Park Rangers is going to coordi-

nate getting that old cattle guard removed from the road sometime within the next week or so.  Once the cattle 

guard is out, we will bring in a load of road base to fill the trench and also the ruts and potholes.  This work is 

really going to be a short term fix, as we have applied for some of the Great American Outdoors Act funding to 

do a lot of deferred maintenance at Red Mountain Trailhead in 2022, including trailhead re-surfacing and road 

work.  While there is no guarantee that we will get that funding, that trailhead is on our high priority list for 

maintenance, so we know it needs TLC.  Take care and best-Dawna  

 

 Dawna Ferris-Rowley, Manager 

Beaver Dam Wash National Conservation Area 

Red Cliffs National Conservation Area 

St. George Field Office 

BLM-Utah, Interior Region 7  

 

New Members 

The Following are new members who have joined this year which includes some 

former members who have re-joined.   

Welcome Everybody and thank You for joining our chapter! 

Lisa Barney    Duane Schmutz 

Deborah Barton    Lynne & Curt Shelley 

Vicky Beck     John & Jerylnn West 

Susanne & Gary Felleson  Patricia Wilson 

Ian & Amanda Heinritz   Judy & Glen Zumwalt 

Kathy McGann 

Ashley Moll 



 

Page 5  January/February 2021  

BCHUSW Meeting Minutes 
 
 
The BCHUSW Chapter meeting was called to order via Zoom on Thursday, February 4, 2021 by President Paul 
Sloane. In attendance were: Craig Allen, Paul Sloane, Freddy Dunn, Lin Hokana, Richard Boschee, Brian and 
Donna Johnson, Carol Gregory, Kurt and Lynne Shelly, Mike Duvall, John West, Sussi Felleson, Kathy McGann, 
and Jeanette Blasdell. 
 
Minutes: A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the October 2020 minutes as published in our  
December newsletter. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Freddy Dunn submitted Profit & Loss Previous Year Comparisons for 2019 and 2020. She 
showed, despite the COVID epidemic that financially we are doing quite well. Current assets are $8,180. A motion 
was made, seconded and passed to approve the presented budget. 
 
Report from the State Meeting 
Freddy Dunn and Lin Hokana recently attended, via Zoom, the state meeting. Nine of the eleven chapters partici-
pated. Lin Hokana highlighted the topics: 

 Leave no Trace- we can watch a Zoom presentation to learn how to be more effective 
 

 Membership Challenge- each chapter has been challenged to increase their membership by 20%. As an 
extra incentive one chapter will receive $500 for the greatest % growth and $500 for the greatest gross # in-
crease. 

 

 Volunteer Hours-Reporting hours is now so easy. Just go to BCHU.com and click on “WORK 
HOURS.” (Freddy Dunn demonstrated this for those participating in our Zoom meeting.) 

 

 Saw Program-Lin Hokana has signed up. 
 

 
Old Business: Work is still in progress to replace the wooden corrals in Pine Valley with two metal corrals where the 
current wood corrals exist. We will start by piloting three sites. Two will have the two metal corrals mentioned, and 
one will have highline poles. Eventually our goal is to make the equestrian section just for equestrians. 
 
New Business: Freddy Dunn made a request to purchase a new hard drive to store BCH documents and photos. A 
motion was made and passed to allow up to $125 for the purchase. 
 
Jeanette Blasdell has noticed that Cottonwood is already looking a bit messy as equestrians are not cleaning up af-
ter their steeds in that beautiful, new staging area. She will take a picture of the signs we placed at Red Mountain as 
reminders so can Freddy Dunn will get permission for us to post them. 
 

Ride Calendar: 

 February 13 Valley of Fire 
 

 March 13 Harrisburg 
 

 
 
 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn. The meeting 
was adjourned 7:29. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jeanette Blasdell 

Natural Hoof Care    

Barefoot Trimming 

 

 

Jay B. Rex 229-1891 



Page 6  January/February 2021  

 

 CHAPTER RIDES:  Every 2nd Saturday of each month                 

(unless specified otherwise) 

 March 13th— White Reef trailhead in Leeds.  In saddle at 10:00A—Easy ride, Bring lunch 

 The trailhead is located on the north side of I-15 opposite the Harrisburg trailer park. 

 Going north on I-15 take the Leeds exit then turn right onto the frontage road to Harris

 burg, Turn right on road that goes under I-15, then right again after the tunnels. 

It has two water crossings and nothing difficult to deal with, plus it is relatively 

shorter ride than usual.  However if you want more hours in the saddle there are 

some options there you can explore. 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
  CHAPTER MEETINGS :    

 March 9th—St. George Community Bldg. 6:30pm 

Come and participate in our decisions for the chapter! 

Hat of the Month! 

 Sported by: Kathy McGann 

Chapter contacts 

President: Paul Sloane                                   632-7642

               psloane@infowest.com 

Vice President: Lin Hokana                     209-790-9022

                             lhokana@tdsmail.com 

Secretary:  Jeanette Blasdell   818-415-1305

                 jzblasdell@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Freddy Dunn                                 862-6181

              freddydunn@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Paul Sloane          632-7642 

               psloane@infowest.com 

Rides:  Roshelle Bromley                                313-7518                  

               romanrider@gmail.com 

Website: www.bchu.com—Click on Southwest link

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and 

in Snow Canyon.  We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you 

in advance for your compliance with the rules. 



 

The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah 

is: 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and 

mules in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2.  To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack 

and saddle stock use. 

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and 

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general 

public, commensurate with our heritage. 

5.  To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country 

Horsemen throughout Utah. 

To: 

Southwest Chapter Newsletter 
P.O. Box 3174 
St. George, UT 84771 
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