
 

NEXT MEETING 

  

No Meeting in July 

No Ride in July 

August 14th -            

Navajo Lake 

Sept 11th Duvall’s  in 

Enterprise 

 

See Page 7 for Details 

Inside this issue: 

President’s Message 1 

 Ride Story 2 

 Ride Pics 3-4 

Canal Story  

  

Meeting Minutes 6 

Calendar—Hat of  the month 7 

No Meeting in July 

  

  

Back Country Horsemen of  Utah —Southwest  Chapter  

We are moving slowly along with the 

P ine Va l ley co r ra l  p ro ject .  

Engineering has provided changes in 

steel they would like to see used to 

build the corrals.  The problem is that 

this steel is only available in PA, 

which will run the costs substantially 

higher.  Alternatives are being 

discussed.  The FS is leaning more 

towards replacing all the wood 

corrals at one time I lieu of the pilot 

approach we were suggesting. 

On the subject of corrals campers 

were staying at site 10 when their 

mule passed away in the corral.  The 

Park police took down one whole 

side of the corral to extract the 

mule.  The FS is currently repairing 

the corral and hopefully it will be 

back in service soon. 

There is a New Forest Supervisor 

in town, his name is Kevin Wright 

and he will be working out of their 

new facility in Cedar City.  Freddy 

Dunn, Lin Hokana, & Paul Sloane 

met with Kevin to introduce our-

selves and BCH to him. We 

discussed some of our objectives in 

the Pine Valley forest.  He is a 

Good Guy and we wish him the 

best on his new job. 

Correction: ToNeil Dodsworth was 

a guest at our last meeting, she has 

not joined as yet. 

Happy Trails, 

Paul 
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BCH Canal Trail Ride June 12, 2021                                                                                                                            
   By Deja, Schweitzer    

We tried to beat the heat in Southern Utah for our June chapter ride and there isn’t a better place to do that 
than in the lovely Pine Valley Mountains.  

Our chapter met at the Pine Valley Equestrian Campground trailhead just before 10 am on Saturday. We had 
nine riders including our trail leader, Jeanette Blasdell riding her lovely mare Scarlet, and Deja Schweitzer 
keeping up the rear on her BLM mustang, Willow. 

To access the Pine Valley Canal Trail on horseback you will ride north out of the campground and cross the 
road to the Gardner Peak Trailhead and then ride the Gardner Peak trail for a mile until it meets the Canal 
Trail.  We then traveled east on the Canal Trail for three miles to the Mitt Moody Campground and White Ele-
phant Mill historical sign. Just past the parking lot is a nice bridge that crosses the Left Fork Santa Clara River 
and the next section of trail that passes up behind the Pine Valley cabins and connects to the Whipple Trail-
head. Jeanette previously scoped out this small 1/2 mile section of forgotten trail, which is really nice section 
of trail and it avoids riding on the asphalt road and encountering vehicles.  Just south of the Whipple trailhead 
is another bridge that crosses the Santa Clara River and joins the final 2.5 miles of our loop on the Equestrian 
Trail back to the Equestrian Campground and Trailhead.  The Equestrian Trail has our two beautiful wood 
bridges that our chapter installed two years ago and the trail travels parallel to several camp grounds and at 
two points comes very close to the campers. Jeanette did a great job of warning the riders to be alert for 
campers or dogs who can suddenly appear and startle the horses.  Murphy’s Law was proven again at one 
campsite when two off-leash dogs ran out from their camp to check out the horses. Natalie Law was quick on 
her horse to meet the dogs head on and tried to send them running back home to their owners who were try-
ing to recall their dogs without success.  We were lucky the dogs were only curious and eventually returned to 
their owners but it’s good reminder to all, to keep dogs leashed and controlled while in public recreational ar-
eas, and as riders to always stay alert and prepare ourselves and horses for situations that can arise on the 
trail. On our ride we encountered mt. bikers, and hikers with and without dogs on the trail.  As Back Country 
Horsemen each encounter is a great time to be a good steward and kindly share proper trail etiquette when 
encountering equine; such as pulling off to the low side of the trail whenever possible, controlling dogs from 
barking or lunging and sharing friendly conversation to each other while the horses are passing.  Sharing this 
information will benefit everyone in future trail encounters. 

Back at camp, Paul Sloane, Lin Hokana, Larry Dunn and Derek Schweitzer were busy getting our lunch and 
burger burn ready for the hungry riders returning. 

We all had a great time eating, sharing stories, laughing, and making new friends and networking for future 
rides.  We had a great turnout with a total of 18 people in attendance. We are so grateful to everyone who at-
tended and contributed! 

Riders: Jeanette Blasdell (guide), John West, Terry Carlson, Allison Frasier, Tammy Engeness, Natalie Law, 
Lorie Stobie, Rick Tabet, Deja Schweitzer 

Lunch crew: Paul Sloane, Derek Schweitzer, Lin Hokana, Larry Dunn, Pat Wilson, Norma Moss,  Geralann 
Tabet and  their 2 grandkids Bransyn Tabet & Taislee Tabet. 



 

Page 3    June 2021 

  



 Page 4  June 2021  

 

   



 

Page 5  June 2021  

About the Canal (Ditch) Trail 

By Paul Sloane 

Much has been said about this trail and its history over the years, I will offer my understanding 

based on conversations I have had with people associated with Pine Valley.  Since I first joined 

BCH in 2004 I have had the pleasure to ride with and enjoy conversations with Fred Ybright, the 

Wilderness Coordinator (retired) for the Pine Valley Ranger District.  Fred’s recollection was in 

1908 group of Utahns organized The New Castle Reclamation Company to develop a farming 

area in the New  Castle area.  They planned to take water from Pine Valley Canyon streams and 

build a canal around the mountains to a reservoir.  For sure the canal was built with immigrant 

labor using powder, mules and scrapers (see photo) and lots of hand digging.  The Gardner’s 

have a large ranch in Pine Valley and one of the Gardner boys told me that he remembers his 

mother providing food for Japanese laborers building the ditch. 

Fred recalls when the ditch was completed the folks from the Reclamation company went to the 

Army Corps of Engineers to advise them that they were about to turn the water into the ditch.  

The Army Corps response was “You cannot do that;  this is the headwaters  of the Santa Clara 

River and you have no rights to the water”.  At that point the project and ditch were abandoned 

and the ditch fell into disrepair over the following decades.  Eventually the 

FS and Back Country Horsemen have rehabilitated the trail to what it is to-

day. 

 

SUCCESS ! 

Yea Jeanette 
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BCHUSW Meeting Minutes 

June 8, 2021 

 
 

The BCHUSW chapter meeting was called to order June 8, 2021 at the St. George Community 

Center by President Paul Sloane. In attendance were: Paul Sloane, Freddy Dunn, Lin Hokana, 
Deja Schweitzer, Tammy Engeress, Conrad Engeress, John West, Pat Wilson, Norma Moss, and 
Jeanette Blasdell 
 

Minutes: A motion was made and passed to accept the minutes as posted in May’s newsletter. 
 

Treasurer’ Report: Freddy Dunn presented the Profit & Loss Previous Year Comparisons. Our 
total assets are $8,106.99 as compared to last year’s total of $8,259.62. Our net income at this 
time is $235.52 as compared to last year’s $1,360.22. 
 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the presented budget. 
 

Old Business: 

Pine Valley Corral Project – The engineers have looked at our drawings for the corrals . They 
asked for a couple of installation changes along with a materials change. The specifications they 
gave us for the metal they want us to use is only available in Pennsylvania. The other option 
would be to powder coat the corrals we previously got a bid for. Paul discovered we have three 
places in Saint George that could do that. 
 

Cottonwood Stepover- Paul will talk with BLM to get permission so we can add a box and fill dirt. 
 

The “Butler Challenge” – A committee will be solicited so we can decide how to best use the 
money donated to increase memberships. 
 

New Business: 
Meeting With the New Forest Supervisor- Kevin Wright is our new forest supervisor. Paul, 
Freddy, and Lin met with him earlier this month. Their main focus was to introduce themselves, 
let him know about BCH , and to talk about the Pine Valley project. 
 

Recreation in Zion Region- Paul participated in Emily Friedman’s project and received her 24 
page assessment which he would be happy to send as a link. 
 

Burger Burn- Time was spent finalizing plans for June 12th lunch we will be providing after the 
Pine Valley ride. 
 

Ride Calendar: 

 July - Dark 

 

 August 14th – Navajo Lake 

 

 September 11th - The Duvall’s / Burger Burn 

 
 

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 7:35. 
Respectfully submitted by Jeanette Blasdell 

Natural Hoof Care    

Barefoot Trimming 

 

 

Jay B. Rex 229-1891 
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CHAPTER RIDES:  Every 2nd Saturday of each month                 

(unless specified otherwise) 

 

 No Ride in July 

 August 14th Navajo Lake 

 September 11th at the Duvalls, Burger burn to follow 

 

Calendar of Events 
  CHAPTER MEETINGS :    

 

No Meeting in July 

Hat of the Month! 

 Sported by: John West 

Chapter contacts 

President: Paul Sloane                                   632-7642

               psloane@infowest.com 

Vice President: Lin Hokana                     209-790-9022

                             lhokana@tdsmail.com 

Secretary:  Jeanette Blasdell   818-415-1305

                 jzblasdell@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Freddy Dunn                                 862-6181

              freddydunn@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Paul Sloane          632-7642 

               psloane@infowest.com 

Rides:  Roshelle Bromley                                313-7518                  

               romanrider@gmail.com 

Website: www.bchu.com—Click on Southwest link

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and 

in Snow Canyon.  We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you 

in advance for your compliance with the rules. 



The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah 

is: 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and 

mules in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2.  To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack 

and saddle stock use. 

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and 

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general 

public, commensurate with our heritage. 

5.  To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country 

Horsemen throughout Utah. 

To: 

Southwest Chapter Newsletter 
P.O. Box 3174 
St. George, UT 84771 
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