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Marking the trails for our members
From the Presidents Saddle
progress with the end goal of having
two corrals at each campsite (where
feasible). Other improvements are also
in the plans.

It’s been a busy month and thanks go to
many for what we have accomplished.
What have we accomplished you ask?
Well, if you missed it, I’m proud to say
that after about seven years of planning,
discussions and negotiations it has finally
come to fruition. Four metal corrals have
been installed at the Pine Valley
Equestrian Campground, two corrals at
camp site #9 (a double site) and at #10.
Site #9 is listed as having corrals on the
www.recreation.gov website but none
were there, until now. Thanks to the hard
work of chapter members and two Forest
Service employees we installed them all
on day one of what was slotted for a 3day project. Not that they are there we
need to use them, so check the website
and make reservations. This is a work in

August 9th
Meeting at the Community Bldg 6:30PM
No meeting in July

June 4 was National Trails Day. In
about two hours our chapter was able
to beautify the Cottonwood tailhead by
removing
the
ever-returning
tumbleweeds. Thanks, Jeanette for
coordinating this event and all those
who turned out to help.
We now have a member who was
certified to help cut downed trees on
public lands. I have bucked trees for 30
or so years for fire wood before
moving here so handling a chain saw
was nothing new. Thankfully we don’t
have a lot of need for chain saw work
our area, but if we do…
The June meeting featured Sergeant
Gardner and Trooper Terry from the
Utah Highway Patrol discussing trailer
safety. Deja videoed the whole session
so if you would like to see it, go to our
Facebook page and scroll through the
posts. Pretty slick, Deja.
Who knows where the Pioneer
Trailhead is at? It’s off of Red Hills
Parkway between the big Dixie Rock
and Highway 18. It’s also known as Tbone – the circular ride is around a
huge hill that from the air looks like a
T-bone. The junction between the
asphalt and dirt parking lot had worn
away, making a 4–5-inch drop. Via
BCHSW request the BLM had a crew
fill in the area; it’s now safe to enter
and exit the parking lot. Your ponies
will appreciate the lack of jolt.
(Continued page 9)

NEXT MEETING
August 9, 6:30PM Community Building
See Page 10 for details

Monthly Ride!
No Ride in July
August 13th
Pine Valley -Stand by
for details

See Page 10 for Details
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BCH Ride in Pine Valley—Ditch Trail
June 11, 2022
by
Ann Guhman
Editors Note:
June 11 was a beautiful day in Pine Valley for a ride on the trail circling the valley sometimes called
the Canal Trail, sometimes the Ditch Trail, sometimes the China Ditch Trail after the builders. Enjoying the ride were Jeanette Blasdell, Terry Carlsen, Freddy Dunn, LD Dunn, Lin Hokana, Tammy
Engeness, Ann Guhman, Deja Schweitzer, John West and their steeds.
Even in this dry year there were wildflowers including Sego Lilies, Lupine, last of the Cliffroses,
and a variety of prickly pear cactus. The ride started in sagebrush, went up into pinyon-juniper, and
then through ponderosa pine. Several stream crossings gave our equines a chance to drink and
practice stream and bridge (with and without rails) crossings. We admired the two bridges that our
chapter worked with the Forest Service to install.
Afterwards we met at Site 15 in the Equestrian Campground to visit over our lunches. Topics of
discussion included our chapter’s ongoing work on the campground to improve availability of
campsites to those with equines and more equitable cost structure for the larger sites. For those who
don’t camp at Pine Valley, most weekends sites are reserved or taken by non-equestrians. We are
working on correcting that. We are also adding corrals and testing metal corrals to replace the wooden ones that are there.
I use the word equine not because I’m being high fallutin’, but because I ride a donkey and some
of us ride mules.

Ann is correct regarding the various names given to the trail. According to the Gardner family
who lived there at the time of construction, the primary labor force were Japanese.
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BCH Steel Pipe Corral Installation
by Paul Sloane June 14, 2022
Going back to July 5, 2017, when I did a survey of the PV Equestrian campground with Will Gilbert of the USFS to determine just what needs to be done to improve the facility, we have been
on a mission to replace the old wood corrals with more permanent steel corrals. After five years
of meetings and negotiating we were able to break the ice and start moving forward with the
dream. The problem was never one of cooperation or desire, it was money. With the FS budgets
down to the bare minimum the purchase of steel corrals was out of the question. Thankfully, due
to our chapters great fundraising efforts at our annual Dutch oven dinners we now had the ability
to get the project off center. Many thanks to Lin Hokana, Charity Jessop and Lance Cleaver
for spearheading the agreement to install the four 12' x 12' Priefert Premier Pipe corrals, two
corrals at site 9 (which had no corral) and two corrals at site 10 (which had one old 20' x 20'
wood corral). Putting two smaller corrals adjacent to each other at each site will allow more flexibility for stock management and greater safety for the animals. The four corrals are in affect test
sites to see how well they perform. The long-term goal is to have new steel corrals at all sites
designated for stock animals and hopefully stricter control in the reservation system to eliminate
non-horse people from occupying the sites with corrals. All of this will take time and money, so
the next step will be to apply for grants to purchase more corrals. It takes money to secure
grants, so ongoing fund raising will still be necessary.

Arriving at 8:00AM (more or less) to tackle the job were: BCH members David & Judith Mayfield,
Jeanette Blasdell, Carl Phillips, Scott Ford, Lin Hokana, Paul Sloane, Ann Guhman, John West
and Terry Carlsen. Lance Cleaver and Cory Beattie with the USFS also participated. Later in the
day Charity Jessop and Clayton Collins with the USFS came by to check progress.
The first task was to remove the old wood corral from site 10 to make room for its steel replacement. Then layout the spots for the new corrals, the ladies went in and hacked out the bushes
before the four panels per corral were put in place. Digging holes for the posts that are securing
the corrals from theft was the hard part as rocks prevented us from using the two-man gas auger
on some holes. But our crew of studs "Got'er done". After final realignment of the panels the security clamps were affixed and then the posts were cemented into place using a total of 1,680
lbs. of cement.
This description of the installation was greatly simplified but the install was not easy as it was not
finished until 4:30PM when a lot of tired bodies headed for the barn. The install was originally
scheduled for 2 days but once we got rolling everyone wanted to stay and get it finished. Awesome job Guys & Gals. I lucked out and made it to the Ice Cream shop in Pine Valley just as
they were closing. Whew that was close.
Everyone in our chapter should thank Lin Hokana for his tireless work in getting this project to fruition. Beyond his diligent work with the FS he but in a lot of work in getting the
corrals ready for installation, coordinating and purchasing the materials needed, determining how best to secure the corrals once installed and much more.

Thank you Lin!
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Out with the Old

Prepare the sites

Dig the holes for security posts

Position the New

Afffix security clamps

Assemble

Cement posts into place

Site 9
Crew at end of the day

Site 10

Test Horse
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June meeting educational presentation
Sergeant Gardner and Trooper Terry from the UHP
discussed trailer safety. Deja videoed the whole
session which is on Facebook.

Pioneer Trailhead (T-Bone) off Red Hills Parkway
BLM had a crew come in and added road base and leveled
off the severe drop off between the asphalt and dirt parking
lot. Many Thanks Dawna at BLM.

Cottonwood Trailhead Cleanup June 4th
On National Trails Day June 4th our chapter
once again cleared out the tumbleweeds from
the trailhead. Thankfully UDOT stepped up and
cleared the road into the trailhead.
Members on the job were: Ann Guhman, Deja
& Derek Schweitzer, David & Judith Mayfield,
Freddy & Larry Dunn, Jeanette Blazdell, Paul
Sloane, Scott Ford, & Tammy Engeness

Email from Dawna at BLM
Paul,
Thank you and the other volunteers for this great service project. You are so right, the trailhead looks incredibly free of tumbleweeds, and the access road, as
well. UDOT definitely stepped up its game on the
road and that is certainly all due to your intervention
with UDOT. We appreciate your help!! Best-Dawna
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Meeting Minutes – June 14, 2022
In attendance: Lin Hokana, Jarice Butterfield, John West, Lynn Maddox, Paul Sloane, Deja Scweitzer, Jeanette Blasedell,
Tammy Engeness and Conrad Engeness.
Call to Order: Lin Hokana at 7:20pm
Pledge of Allegiance and Introductions – Lin Hokana
Educational Presentation: Stg. Gardner of the Utah Highway Patrol presented on “Trailer Safety”
Introduction of new member: Lynn Maddox
Minutes: Motion to accept May minutes as published in the newsletter
There were no corrections; a motion was made and the vote in agreement was unanimous
Treasurer's Report: Jeanette Blasdell
• The budget is solid and is slightly higher than 2021 there have been some recent high price
expenses such as the Pine Valley campground project
• Three new people joined last month
• A motion was made and approved to accept the Treasure’s report.
Old Business:
• Pine Valley Corral Project: Update – Lin/John
• All four corrals were put up today 6-14-22 versus taking three days
• Emergency Evacuation Plan – Lin – No report
• Monthly ride report: The Pine Valley ride went well; there were nine people
• Chain Saw Certification: Training and certification @ June 3-4 at Clearfield, UT.
• Lin attended the two-day training and was certified as an A Bucker. His expenses for hotel and fuel totaled $236.70.
The expense was approved at a prior meeting.
• Confluence Park Step Over: Project completed
• A motion was made and approved to reimburse Paul for signage ($58.71) & hardware ($10.24) = $68.95
Committee Reports:
• Liaison to local public lands agencies: Paul Sloane/Freddy Dunn
• Proposed Grapevine Trailhead – there is no timeline available yet – no update
• Washington County Trails Committee – no update
• Annual Fund Raising/Membership Drive Dinner: Lin Hokana, Deja Schweitzer and John West – no update
• Education: Freddy Dunn and Kathy McGann
• August – Horse chiropractor possibly to come do a presentation
• Work Projects: Jeanette Blasdell and Deja Schweitzer
• Report for the removal of tumble weeds at Cottonwood trail head - Jeanette indicated the project went well; it was
good PR for the community
• Install Right of Way signs at Pine Valley trails – The chapter currently has a few signs. Lin will check with the Forest
Service about placing them at each end of the Canal Trail.
• Chapter Bylaws: Lin Hokana, Freddy Dunn, John West, Paul Sloane
• Lin had not seen the proposed revisions and asked to review the then send them out again and vote at the next chapter meeting
New Business:
Request to purchase a new “BCH Event Here” sign $82.80 quote StarSign – Freddy Dunn; Freddy requests that it have the Utah
official BCH name included. It was decided unanimously by those present that they would prefer a bigger arrow and no “Utah”
on the sign. It was moved and unanimously approved to make this expenditure with the above
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modification to the proposed sign design.

Ride Calendar:
• August 13 – Navajo Lake Pine Valley, Trail Boss: Jeanette – it was proposed to ride at Pine Valley again and do Whipple
trail. There could be two options (one is longer and one is longer); RSVP will required
• September 10 – Paria River/Buckskin Gulch, Trail Boss: Deja
• October 8 – Play Day at Rein Makers
• November 12 – Mesa Rim, Trail Boss:
• January 14, 2023 – Valley of Fire, Trail Boss:
Adjourn
It was moved and approved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:16pm

Presidents message continued from page 1
Our chapter is traditionally “dark” the month of July. Vacations and avoiding the heat take precedence so the next
activity is the August 9th chapter meeting. We are working on a speaker for the “educational moment” so stay tuned
for an announcement. The August chapter ride was changed to again ride at Pine Valley with a different trail ride in
mind. Some may ride up Whipple and others could ride to and up Forsyth. It’s still in the planning stage so again,
stay tuned for updates.
The use of equestrian campgrounds by non-equestrians is a big concern nationally. BCHA website has a link from
the home page to Horse Camp Incident Report Form (https://www.bcha.org/public-lands/) where one can either print
out the form to complete by hand or use the online form to describe how many non-equestrians were using equestrian campsites. If you happen to be there, please take the time to survey who’s using the equestrian campground and
report your findings on an Incident Report. By documenting non-equestrians taking over the facility we have the data to get changes made.

August 13th Ride Details
There is no Chapter ride in July but please send pictures of your
horseback camping or riding adventures in July to Deja Schweitzer
and she’ll share them on Facebook. Deja’s email is trlhead.utah@gmail.com

Our next Southwest Chapter Ride will be on Saturday, August 13th.
Due to heavy fuel burdens we have cancelled the Navajo Ride on
Cedar Mountain and will be riding the Whipple Trail in Pine Valley. We will meet at the Pine Valley Equestrian Campground,
please be saddled and ready to ride by 10:00 am. The Whipple
Trail is a beautiful trail with fantastic views of the Pine Valley area.
The ride will be 11 miles and is rated difficult. You and your equine
should be well conditioned for elevation gains as we will climb 1200
feet as the trail switchbacks for 2.5 miles up the mountainside. Please plan on 4 1/2 hours including our lunch break. If you
are planning to join us please RSVP to bchswtreasurer@gmail.com
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Calendar of Events
CHAPTER MEETINGS :
•

—St. George Community Bldg. 6:30pm

Come and participate in our decisions for the chapter!

CHAPTER RIDES: Every 2nd Saturday of each month
(unless specified otherwise)

No ride in July
August 13th—Whipple trail in Pine Valley—Bring lunch, in the saddle at 10:00A
See ride details on page 9.

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and
in Snow Canyon. We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you
in advance for your compliance with the rules.

Hat of the Month!
Sported by: Terry Carlsen

Chapter contacts
President: Lin Hokana

209-790-9022
lhokana@tdsmail.com

Vice President: John West

678-361-0999
johntaylorwest@gmail.com

Secretary: Jarice Butterfield

805-368-2132
bjarice@aol.com

Treasurer: Jeanette Blasdell

818-415-1305
jzblasdell@gmail.com

Newsletter: Paul Sloane
Media/Public Relations:
Deja Schweitzer

632-7642
psloane@infowest.com
669-2759
dejaschweitzer@gmail.com

Website: www.bchutah.org—click on Southwest link

Renewal:__________

Fax:__________________________

Cell:__________________________

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO BCHU:Individual: $30.00; Family: $40.00; Patron: $100.00

Signed:____________________________________________Date:________________

Signed:____________________________________________Date:________________

By signing this release, I/WE recognize the following Utah State Law, *UCA 78-27b* Limitations on liability for Equine and Livestock Activities.* It shall be presumed that participants in equine or livestock activities are aware of and understand that there are inherent
risks associated with these activities. *Inherent risk* with regard to equine or livestock activities means those dangers or conditions, which are an integral part of equine or livestock
activities. The equine activity sponsor is not liable for those inherent risks. If you are unwilling to assume these risks for yourself or for those under your supervision, you should not
participate in these activities.

Recognizing the fact that there is a potential for an accident wherever horse/mule use is
involved, which can cause injuries to horses/mules, riders and spectators and also recognizing the fact that Back Country Horsemen of Utah, including units, officers, directors, or
members cannot always know the condition of trails or the experience of riders or horses/
mules taking part in trail rides or other BCHU functions, I do hereby release the above
named from any claim or right for damages which might occur to me, my minor children or
horses/mules.

Liability Release: (MUST BE SIGNED)

EMAIL ADDRESS:______________________________________________________

The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah
is:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

OTHER HORSE/MULE ASSOCIATIONS YOU BELONG TO:

Work:_________________________

Home:_________________________

PHONE NUMBERS:

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:

*Please list names for family membership. Children over 18 may be included in family
membership or join as individual members.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

NAME/S:

New Membership:________

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PO Box 3174, St. George, UT 84771

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF UTAH—Southwest Chapter
Southwest Chapter Newsletter
P.O. Box 3174
St. George, UT 84771

To:

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and
mules in America’s back country and wilderness.

2. To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack
and saddle stock use.

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands.

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and
sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general
public, commensurate with our heritage.

5. To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country
Horsemen throughout Utah.

