Back Country Horsemen of Utah & Southwest Chapter

June/July 2019

Southwest Cairn .

é Marking the trails for our members

From the Presidents Saddle

Janzen Quinn and Gordon Ochner
to assist the ten BCH members and
four youngsters move the materials
to the crossing sites and begin the
construction of the bridges. Over
the course of the next few days a
total of fourteen BCH members
participated in the construction
process. They were:

NEXT MEETING
August 13th, 6:30PM
Community Building
See Page 7 for details

Dave and Judith Mayfield, Jeanette
Blasdell, Lin Hokana, Vic Middleton

At last the bridges are installed and

l ookind good. Th
completing the trail work to and from

whom | want to shout out a special
thank you for their hard work and
expertise, they were there all day

1 August 10th

Navajo Lake

every day. Also lending a helping
hand when they could were Allison
Fraiser. Ann Guhman, Anna
Edwards, Freddy and Larry Dunn,

the bridges.

We got off to a rocky start when it
was discovered that the bridges had

not arrived yet f INatalie Law and her four children,

bado. That was s tpatMatthews, and Paul Sloane. n
the bridges arrived at the FS yard in

Cedar City a few days later.
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The following pages and pictures
will chronicle the events in more
detail.

On June 12th Bryan Larsen with the
FS (who did an awesome job as the
coordinator of the ACE crew and FS).
He brought a dozen ACE crew
members and
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Anyone who rode the trail from the equestrian campground to the Whipple trailhead had to experience
the two water crossings. To some horses Ono swea3
Over the years the trail leading down to the water had deteriorated badly adding a big step down to the
mix. This lead to near wrecks, refusal to cross and a dangerous situation.
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The only viable solution was to build bridges over the crossings but financing such a project was a big
challenge as our chapter did not have these kind of funds available. In February 2018 while attending a
trails committee meeting Kevin Lewis, Director Greater Zion Convention & Tourism reported that there
was going to be a Utah Outdoor Recreational Grant Workshop being held the next day. | attended that
workshop which started the funding ball rolling. Working with Joe Reichsteiner USFS, and Jake Powell of
ACE we were able to complete the grant application. On June 14, 2018 we were awarded a $20,867
50/ 50 match grant from the Governordés Office of
Recreation Grant fund. For the record our project was titled the Pine Valley Recreational Enhancement
Project. Our half of the match would be made up of cash and in-kind labor provided by our BCH members
and the ACE crews which will help with transporting the materials to the construction sites and building
the new trails required to connect the relocated bridges to the existing trails.

Soon after our application was submitted both Joe Reichsteiner and Jake Powell transferred to new op-
portunities and Del Orme and Nick Glidden stepped in and took over the USFS duties. Many hour and
field trips were required to establish appropriate crossing locations for the bridges along with the FS engi-
neering staff designing the bridges. The bridge builder was Permapost Products in Oregon who builds
many of the bridges nationally for the USFS. The cost of the GlueLam bridges that are 21 ft long and 5 ft
(net inside width) was $17,600 total. To get production started our BCH chapter kicked in $5,000.

On June 12th the first bridge arrived at the parking lot of the Thomas Forsythe group camp site along with
all the anxious bodies ready to get to work. The first challenge was to move the lumber from the trailer
approx 700 feet to the bridge site. Considering each deck slab was 21 ft long and weighed north of 400
Ibs it was going to take some muscle. All the collective engineering minds soon figured out a way that the
slabs could be transported most of the way utilizing the FS side by side with trailer. All of the smaller ma-
terials were carried by hand.
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Once the deck slabs and sills (anchors) were del
know once we started digging there would be a big boulder right where one sill needed to be located. So
out it came. Laser level was utilized to assure that the deck slaps were level.
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With the deck slaps down and bolted in place assembling the rails came next.

Here comes the gap in pictures due to the fact that your trusty photographer and newsletter editor fell in
the drink and drowned his camera. We pick up the action the next day with a different camera.

Driving the screw
the last one! —

Lin Hokana, Jeanette Blasdell, Vic Middleton,
and David & Judith Mayfield
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Snapshots
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Improvised handles

Some things had to go!

Carrying handles

Awesome ACE and USFS Crew!




