Back Country Horsemen of Utah—Southwest Chapter

Southwest Cairn

Marking the trails for our members

From the Presidents Saddle

October 2018

Summer is quickly turning to fall and

soon our annual Dinner/Auction
will be upon us. Of course one of
the big events of the meeting is our
annual elections. All of our current
officers with the exception of
our Vice President have expressed
a willingness to continue for another
year. So, we will be looking at
minimum for a new VP to replace
Vic Middleton who is moving to

Joseph, UT.
Our November 13th  chapter
meeting will be dedicated to the

finalizing plans and assignments for
the dinner auction.

Nov 13th

Meeting at the Commu-
nity Bldg 6:30PM

The other big subject this time of
the year is membership. We have
61 memberships as of now. Most
are Family memberships which
raises the number of total members
in the chapter. Of these numbers
only 21 different members actually
participated in a chapter ride during
2018. 5 members have moved out
of the greater St. George area and
another resigned, which reduces
our membership count to 54 after
the end of this year. Chapter work
projects are also affected by lower
participation.

Needless to say we need to step up
our membership recruiting. The
easiest and most effective way to
get new members is by personal
invitation. If every active member
brought just one person into the
chapter we would significantly
increase our membership.  Our
annual dinner auction is a good
place to start. Invite a friend. We
love our checkbook members too!

Happy trails,

Paul

NEXT MEETING

Nov 13th, 6:30PM Com-
munity Building

See Page 7 for details

AT

-

Monfhiy Ride!

Nov 10th—Beaver
Dam Wash

Dec 7th—Annual Din-
ner/Auction

See Page 7 for Details
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BCH Ride at Snow Canyon
October 13, 2018
By
Paul Sloane

Again the weather was perfect for a ride. The only disappointing thing about the day was that
only four riders arrived to take advantage of the beautiful day at a beautiful place. For some,
Snow Canyon may not be their first choice for a ride but no one can dispute it as much to offer.

Having said my piece the four riders were Judith and David Mayfield, Maria Harris, and myself.
We departed from the overlook off of SR18 north on the Gila trail past the north entrance to the
park and on to the trail heading west past White Rocks through the lava flow and past the lava
tubes. Since it was a four day holiday from school there were many visiting the lava tubes. We
enjoyed stopping a chatting with the visitors who were admiring the horses and mules.

We rode down to the canyon floor and | was suggesting we ride up the West Canyon road. It has
been a lot of years since | rode that direction. It turned out that everyone had afternoon commit-
ments so we just turned around and headed back to our rigs. Once again stopping to visit the
folks around the lava tubes. Loosing my concentration yours truly let our little group off on the

wrong fork from the tubes and we had to double back a short distance to get back on the right
trail.

It turned out to be a very pleasant three hour ride on a nice day. I'm glad | was there!

America’s largest air WHEN LIFE IS ON THE LINE,
medical membership network WE’RE IN THE AIR.

Over 320 locations across 38 states Special Pricing for BCHA Members
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Back Country Horsemen of America

REACH

Air Meddicma/ Services

A participating provide

' AirMedCare

' AirMedCare
B G Gt REAdH

EMERGENT MEMBERSHIP

ing providers include:

pos 3
dian Flight .

JOIN ONLINE
www.AMCNRep.com

X<
JOIN BY MAIL:
fill out this application

@ Area Director

JOIN BY PHONE: Josh Grossman | 541-410-4344
800-793-0010 Joshua.Grossman@AirMedCareNetwork.com

BCHA_REACHBr-0718
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Did You Know?

Desert Tortoise Brumation Fast Facts

e Ectotherms (cold-blooded animals) rely on their environment to regulate body temperature.

e Shorter days and cooler temperatures cause reptiles like the Mojave Desert Tortoise to retreat into
their burrows to maintain homeostasis.

e Inside their burrows, tortoises enter a state of dormancy called brumation.

e In southwest Utah, the Mojave Desert Tortoise brumates from roughly October to March each
year.

e Heart rate, respiratory rate, and body temperature drop during brumation. Activity levels also de-
crease, but they do not cease.

e Unlike hibernation, brumation is not a deep sleep. Reptiles can wake to forage or drink water.

e On warm winter days, tortoises crawl out of their burrows to nibble on winter grasses and drink
from depressions in the sandstone that fill up with rain or snow melt.

e Burrows used for brumation typically slope upward and can be as long as 30 feet!

Thanks for sharing from

T
»CONSERVE

SOUTHWEST UTAH

Permission to publish this article was given by Conserve Southwest Utah.



http://www.redcliffsdesertreserve.com/wildlife/desert-tortoise-gopherus-agassizii
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BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN

SOUTHWEST CHAPTER

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DINNER AUCTION

GREAT DUTCH OVEN COOK’IN AND HOME MADE

FIXIN’S TO GO WITH IT!
pATE: Friday December 7, 2018

PLACE: St George Community Building
Located behind the Senior Citizens Center

200W & 200N

TIME: Doors open 6:00 pm

PRICE: Single membership ($30) buys 1 meal

Family membership ($40) buys 2 meals

Additional meals will be $10 per plate

Great time to renew your membership or join BCHA
and get a head start on your Christmas shopping!

Back Country Horsemen of Utah is part of a National Organization of
trail riders working with our land managers to keep ftrails open to
pack and saddle stock. Many of these trails are enjoyed by hikers
and mountain bikers as well. Your membership helps us to continue
our work in Washington and Iron Counties.

RSVP by 12/4

Auction items needed bring something for the
auction when you attend the dinner. Does not
have to be horse related. Contact Paul Sloane if
you have items for the auction that need to be
collected. Unused items preferred!




October 2018 Page 6

BCHUSW Meeting Minutes
October 9, 2018

The BCHUSW chapter meeting was called to order October 9, 2018 at the St. George Community Center
by President Paul Sloane. In attendance were: Paul Sloane, Judith Mayfield, Pat Wilson, Tim and Maria
Harris, Roshelle Bromley, Ann Guhman, and Jeanette Blasdell

Minutes: A motion was made and passed to accept the minutes as posted in September’s newsletter.

Treasurer’ Report: Judith Mayfield distributed September’s Profit & Loss Previous Year Comparisons.
Our total assets as of this month are $6,223.14 as compared to last year’s total of $5,372.50. Our net in-
come at this time is $1,189.06 as compared to last year's $-686.97.

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the distributed budget.

Old Business:
o We are still looking for a tech savvy webpage person. Hopefully this will be remedied soon.
¢ Engineering has not come up with an estimate for the Pine Valley bridge project yet
e Suggestions from BCHUSW for Cottonwood’s trailhead remodel were received. Plans for imple-
mentation are progressing, and Paul was informed we will be shown the final plans.
¢ Red Mountain’s stepover on the south end has been filled in. Thanks Freddy and Larry.
o Exit 13’s stepover is now being looked at as it is buried in dirt. The last discussion at Washington
County’s trail committee was the boss will evaluate the situation, and BCHUSW is more than willing to
help remedy the situation.

New Business:
o Payment for the use of the Saint George Community Center rent will be made in December.
e The State meeting is October 27™ in Richfield. Paul will contact Susan Hansen to see if she would
like to cover that meeting.
o Friday, December 7" is the confirmed date for our annual dinner auction.
o The November meeting will be dedicated to planning the DinnerAuction

Ride Calendar
e October 13"- Snow Canyon
e November 10"- Beaver Dam
e December 7"- Dinner Auction

§ Natural Hoof Care
” foot Trimming

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 7:40.
Respectfully submitted by Jeanette Blasdell
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Calendar of Events

CHAPTER MEETINGS :

« November 13th—St. George Community Bidg. 6:30pm

Come and participate in our decisions for the chapter!

|CHAPTER RIDES: Every 2nd Saturday of each month
(unless specified otherwise)

« November 10th—Beaver Dam Wash in the saddle 10:00 AM, Bring lunch
Openriding -  not nose to tail, not difficult.
Directions: |-15 to Beaver Dam turn right, then left on Old Pioneer Road go 2 Mi to TH
OR: Old Hwy 91 to Beaver Dam, turn right on Old Pioneer Road go 2 Mi to TH

o December 7th Annual Dinner/Auction 6:00 PM 3‘

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and
in Snow Canyon. We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you
in advance for your compliance with the rules.

Hat of the Month! Chapter contacts

President: Paul Sloane 688-8919
psloane@infowest.com

Vice President: Vic Middleton 879-9597
vicjan@skyviewmail.com

Secretary: Jeanette Blasdell 818-415-1305
jzblasdell@gmail.com

Treasurer: Judith Mayfield 656-0959
sixagl@awinets.com

Newsletter: Paul Sloane 688.8919
psloane@infowest.com

Rides: Roshelle Bromley 313-7518
romanrider@gmail.com

Website: www.bchu.com—Click on Southwest link




To:

Back Country Horsemen of Utah

Southwest Chapter Newsletter

P.O. Box 3174

St. George, UT 84771

The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah

is:

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and

mules in America’s back country and wilderness.

2. To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack

and saddle stock use.

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands.

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general

public, commensurate with our heritage.

5. To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country

Horsemen throughout Utah.
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