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Back Country Horsemen of  Utah —Southwest  Chapter  

Congratulations to everyone who 

helped make the October 9th Horse 

& Rider Play Date a roaring success! 

We had 35 people participate in one 

way or another, we had the young 

and some older folks, the horses had 

fun and the riders had even more fun 

on the 20 obstacles testing their skills 

and their horses skills.  After a great 

lunch provided by Harmon’s with 

drinks provided by Scott Ford a 

number of riders choose to ride along 

the Virgin river on a ride led by 

Jeanette Blasdell.  None of this 

would have been possible if it weren’t 

for Del Ray & Connie Jackson who 

opened up the Reinmakers facility 

for this event. Thank you ! 

On Public Lands Day September 

25th twelve of our faithful members 

attacked to tumbleweeds that 

invaded the trailhead and did a 

great job cleaning them up.  BLM 

provided two dumpsters which 

were filled to capacity. 

December is coming and that 

means we will be holding our 

Annual Dutch Oven Dinner and 

Auction on December 3rd.  This 

is our primary fundraiser and 

membership renewal event for the 

year.  This also includes our annual 

election of officers and this year we 

will be having vacancies that need 

to be filled.  Keep that in mind 

going forward.  WE NEED YOU! 

Happy Trails, 

Paul 

 

   October 2021 

From the Presidents Saddle 

 Membership Application                  9 

Marking the trails for our members 

Monthly Ride! 
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 BCH Horse & Ride Play Date 
at Reinmakers Equestrian Park 

October 9, 2021 
By 

Paul Sloane 
 
Stimulated by the “Butler Challenge” to increase membership with emphasis on 
youth it was decided to organize a horse and rider play date.  Arrangements 
were made with Del Ray and Connie at Reinmakers Equestrian Park to set up 
an obstacle course at their facility.  By the time of the event much work had 
been done to prepare the land and our members arrived two days before the 
scheduled event to install the 20 obstacles which were provided by several indi-
viduals.  We were blessed with a little rain the day before the event which elimi-
nated a dust problem. The cool thing is, after the event the obstacles will remain 
in place for use by whomever would to use them.  (Check with Reinmakers 
first). 
 
Because of the youth emphasis we reached out to FHA groups in the High 
Schools and the Rodeo group at the college. Unfortunately, we got no response 
from these groups.  We did however have young riders at the event mostly off-

spring of our members, with two exceptions who did join BCH as Youth membership.  Those member-
ships will be paid for out of the Butler Funds. There were 35 participants  
 
Before the event started Lin Hokana gathered the participants around and explained the course and the 
objective of each obstacle and how to proceed through them.  There was not a prescribed pattern through 
the obstacles. Participants were free to use the obstacles at random at their own pace. 
 
I sat on the sidelines and observed the activity as horse and riders along with folks leading their horses 
through the obstacles did their thing.  I was intrigued by the differences in both the horses and riders skill 
levels.  Some just whizzed through while some horses were saying “You want me to do What!”.  That’s all 
good as this kind of training makes a better/safer trail horse and rider. 
 
We had an information booth for people to learn more about BCH and join if they wish.  We did get sev-
eral new memberships and or prospective members as a result of the event. 
 
We had a wonderful lunch provided by Harmon’s and drinks provided by Scott Ford who boards his horse 
at Reinmakers. 
 
After lunch Jeanette Blasdell lead a ride along the Virgin River which everyone who chose to participate 
enjoyed. 
 
A lot of work went into this event by our BCH leaders Lin Hokana, Jeanette Blasdell, Deja Schweitzer, 
Freddy Dunn and Paul Sloane along with several members. A Big Thank You to Them.  Hopefully this 
event will be repeated periodically as these play days seem to be very popular with our members. 
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It’s been a long day I think I’ll take a Nap! 

LUNCH IS SERVED 

Virgin River Ride 
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National Public Lands Day Project 

Cottonwood Trailhead September 25, 2021  

Deja & Derek Schweitzer, 
Cheryl Brown, Freddy & 
Larry Dunn, Carl & Sherri 
Phillips, Jeanette Blasdell, 
Judith & David Mayfield, 
Tammy Engeness, & John West.  Thank You for a great job. 

Paul and BCHU volunteers, Thank you so much for the video and for doing such an incredible job of wrangling and 
stomping the tumbleweeds from the Cottonwood Trailhead.  The trailhead looks great and we really appreciate 
your support in helping to maintain the trails and trailheads of the Red Cliffs National Conservation Area!  Best-
Dawna BLM 
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BCHUSW Meeting Minutes 

October 12, 2021 

 

The BCHUSW chapter meeting was called to order October 14, 2021 at the St. George Commu-

nity Center by President Paul Sloane. In attendance were: Paul Sloane, Lin Hokana, Tammy En-
geness, Pat Wilson, Carol Gregory, Allison Frasier, Barbara Webb, Don Batemon, Sherri Phillips, 
Jerry and Carol Vantine, Larry Dunn, John West, and Jeanette Blasdell. 
 

Minutes: A motion was made, seconded, and passed to accept the minutes as published in Sep-

tember’s newsletter. 
 

Treasurer’ Report: John West presented the treasurer’s report in Freddy’s absence. Assets as 

of September 30, 2021 are $7,881.35 compared to last year’s total of $8,143.99. Our net income 
for May is $9.88 as compared to last year’s total of $1,244.59. 
 

Old Business: 
 

Pine Valley Corral Project- Paul called Nick Glidden to find out what has been happening . (They 
just filled a staffing position that should have happened in August.) Glidden shared that their 
main issue with the Pine Valley Corral Project is that they feel it is necessary to look at the layout 
of the entire equestrian campground. The committee will meet again to discuss each campsite 
and Paul will be sending an email to meet with Charity to share our thoughts. 
 

Butler Challenge- Via Saturday’s Play Day, three individuals entered the “Win A Free Member-
ship” drawing. According to the committee’s guidelines, we will use the funds to pay for one 
youth, and two individual memberships. (Two other individuals chose at the event to just join.)  

 

Pine Valley Bridge Signs- Thanks to Freddy Dunn for having Star Design prepare alternate signs 
to replace the faded signs . Thanks also to Derek and Deja Schweitzer for installing them. They 
look lovely! 
 

Trail Etiquette Cards-. Last month a motion was made and accepted to allocate up to $70 for the 
future purchase of cards. Lin will work on getting them printed now that all of the planning and 
implementation of the Play Day is over. 
 

National Public Lands Day- Cottonwood’s staging area looks beautiful again. We had a wonder-
ful turnout for the event and we accomplished more than we ever imagined! If you have not seen 
the video Deja Schweitzer made you should check it out. We received a lovely letter from the 
BLM. They were most appreciative. 
 

BCH Merchandise- I collected twelve items, and Deja Schweitzer brought in five. Power Image 
will be taking items till the first week of November. If you bring something in please tag it with 
your name and phone number and let me know what you have dropped off. Soon many of us will 
be styling as we advertise for BCH. 
 

New Business: 

Donation to Reinmakers- Participants generously filled the donation jar at Saturday’s Play Day. 
Lin and Freddy thanked Connie and Del Ray for the use of Reinmakers and presented them with 
Saturday’s donation. They in turn thanked us for our hard work and asked us to keep the money. 
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(We will use a portion of it to pay their 2022 dues.) 
 

Photos of Play Day- Christine Stoddard took wonderful photos of Saturday’s Play Day. Members 
can check them out at: https://piccstudio.zenfolio.comp289093520 

 

Updating Chapter Contact List – Paul will contact Craig Allen so Deja Schweitzer’s information is 
also on our webpage. 
 

Daylight Donuts- A motion was made, seconded, and passed to reimburse Lin $24.32 for the 
donuts consumed at Saturday’s Play Day. 
 
Our Annual Dinner/Auction event will resume after the one year layoff due to the pandemic. It is 
scheduled for December 3, 2021.  Assignments were discussed for the event:  Jeanette woullike 
more help with catering, some volunteered.  A discussion ensued regarding a raffle vs auction 
and or silent auction. It was decided that a committee should be formed to discuss this issue, 
Freddy was volunteered, Tammy  Engeness, and John West volunteered to participate.  It was 
agreed to ask Mike Duvall to be auctioneer again this year.  Planning will continue as needed. 
 
 
 

Ride Calendar: 
 November 13th-Cottonwood 

 December 3rd- Annual Dinner Auction 

 

Adjournment: 7:55 

Respectfully submitted by Jeanette Blasdell 
 
 
 
 
 

Replaced Bridge Signs in Pine Valley  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Thank you Freddy Dunn, Derek & Deja Schweitzer 

Natural Hoof Care    

Barefoot Trimming 

 

 

Jay B. Rex 229-1891 
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CHAPTER RIDES:  Every 2nd Saturday of each month                 

(unless specified otherwise) 

 November 13th Cottonwood Trailhead—In the saddle 10 Am, bring lunch 

 Directions: SR 9 off of I-15 south to Old Hwy 91 (Standard Station on corner) turn left and        

 travel past the Walmart distribution center to the Winkles distribution bldg, turn left onto 

 dirt road and go under I-15 to the trailhead 

 

Calendar of Events 
  CHAPTER MEETINGS :    

 November 9th—St. George Community Bldg. 6:30pm 

Come and participate in our decisions for the chapter! 

Person of the Month! 

Our VP—Lin Hokana 

Head Honcho and 

Organizer of our very  

Successful Horse and  

Rider Play Date 

October 9th at 

Reinmakers 

  

Chapter contacts 

President: Paul Sloane                                   632-7642

               psloane@infowest.com 

Vice President: Lin Hokana                     209-790-9022

                             lhokana@tdsmail.com 

Secretary:  Jeanette Blasdell   818-415-1305

                 jzblasdell@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Freddy Dunn                                 862-6181

              freddydunn@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Paul Sloane          632-7642 

               psloane@infowest.com 

Public Relations/Facebook:                                                     

Deja Schweitzer                      669-2759        

        dejaschweitzer@gmail.com 

Website: www.bchutah.org—click on Southwest link

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and 

in Snow Canyon.  We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you 

in advance for your compliance with the rules. 



 

The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah 

is: 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and 

mules in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2.  To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack 

and saddle stock use. 

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and 

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general 

public, commensurate with our heritage. 

5.  To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country 

Horsemen throughout Utah. 

To: 

Southwest Chapter Newsletter 
P.O. Box 3174 
St. George, UT 84771 
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