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Back Country Horsemen of  Utah —Southwest  Chapter  

Fall is upon us and I hope everyone 

is gearing up for riding in the cooler 

and soon to be wetter weather. 

The state has sent the grant funds to 

BCHA who in turn will send our 

portion to us and that should close 

the books on the project.  I don’t 

know the exact numbers at this time 

but it appears that the bridges will 

have cost our chapter around $400. 

“Great bargain” couple hundred 

dollars per bridge. 

The USFS leaned on the camp hosts 

at the equestrian center to fix the 

water fill pipe on the tank.  The 

problem with the spigot and hose 

was the possibility that the water 

could be siphoned from the tank 

into the water system, thus 

contaminating the entire system.  I 

like the way it has been fixed.  Now 

the challenge is keeping the tank 

clean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A warm welcome to our two newest 

members Dean Marriott and Janet 

Swift. 

Happy Trails, hope to see you at 

the Duvall’s Oct 12th, bring your 

appetite and a side dish. 

Paul 

 September  2019 

From the Presidents Saddle 

 Membership Application                  8 

Marking the trails for our members 

Monthly Ride! 
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BCH Ride at Whipple Trail 
September 14, 2019 

By 
Paul Sloane 

 

With many of our regulars unavailable today we had a modest turnout of seven rid-
ers for today's ride. They were: Deja Schweitzer, Sierra Chidester, Larry and Chris 
Reseigh, Paul Sloane and two new members Dean Marriott, and Janet Swift. We 
thank Dean and Janet for joining our chapter. 
 

We headed out from the equestrian parking area in perfect riding weather on the trail linking the eques-
trian center to the Whipple trailhead and of course taking us over the new bridges. All the horses crossed 
the bridges without any hesitation, “sure beats the old water crossings”. We came across some deer and 
groups of turkeys along the way, it is always nice to see wildlife. 
 
It has been three years since our chapter has ridden the Whipple trail although many of our member have 
ridden it on their own. The trail from the equestrian campground to the place where we generally stop for 
lunch is 11 miles round trip, and we gained 1,631 ft in elevation and navigating 16 switchbacks which pro-
vided some great views of Pine Valley and surrounding area. The trail was clear and very ride-able except 
for one challenging spot where the horses had to pick their way through some large boulders. Our two 
new members turned back about half way up the mountain as their horses were not quite conditioned for 
the mountain trail. That will change as they continue to ride with us. As expected we met with several 
groups of dogs taking their people for a hike, the people seemed to enjoy the horses but the dogs not so 
much. We did encounter one deer on the trail who quickly disappeared into the forest. Once we arrived at 
our designated lunch spot we tied up our mounts, picked a shady log and ate our lunches, fussed around 
with the horses and Sierra shared baby carrots with them. Deja and Sierra had fun posing with their 
horses taking lots of pictures. They got some really cute shots. 
 
As usual the horses slipped into their going home gear and we came down off the mountain in less than 
an hour to the Whipple TH. We stopped at the creek there and let them all have a good drink before we 
headed back along the 2mi trail to our rigs. At one point along the trail two bicyclists approached us from 
the rear. As we stepped off the trail to let them pass they asked if we were the ones who built the bridges, 
after admitting to be the ones, they thanked us and said that they were really nice and appreciated having 
them there to use. Makes one feel good about your efforts! 
 
After returning to our rigs, loading up and heading back it is almost impossible not to stop at the Brandin’ 
Iron ice cream parlor for a cup or cone of delicious ice cream. We stopped and indulged! 
 

The one challenging spot on the trail 
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September Chapter Meeting 

   
 

 

 

Col. Al Matheson, a second generation Iron County historian 

spoke to our chapter about the history of horses and the influ-

ences that horses have had on the history of our nation. 

 

What do Genghis Kahn, the Roman Empire and the Philippine Islands all have in common? And 
what did that have to do with our local historical trails? That’s how Colonel Al Matheson started 
his fascinating presentation regarding the Historical Trails in Iron and Washington Counties. Well, 
if you are puzzled, so were we for a spell. However, The Colonel was able to slowly but surely 
connect the events, which were all related to the Barb horses! What an enlightening and enter-
taining presentation. For those that missed it, The Colonel is an expert on the Old Spanish Trail 
and his depth of knowledge on this and a multitude of other local trails is phenomenal. We 
learned some great history and insight on trails many if not most of us have not seen or ridden. 
 
The Colonel is also the sole driving force behind those Old Spanish Trail silhouette markers you 
probably have seen in various parts of Iron and Washington Counties. On a recent trip from St. 
George to Bicknell I personally saw 4 sets. The Colonel makes and installs these memorials him-
self. He has another pair ready to install once the BLM gives the final approval. Each silhouette 
needs 2 post holes dug and concrete mixed for the supports. Sound like a service project for 
BCHSWU? What a great opportunity to help commemorate a piece of our local history. 
 
We had a technical difficulty that prevented showing The Colonel’s slides. That did not hinder a 
great speaker from sharing a bit of his knowledge in an entertaining and engaging manner. He 
said he has 3000 slides. We hope to have him return to share more tales of local trails. I’m curi-
ous, does he really have that many slides? 
 
Lin & Sue Hokana 
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Good day all, 

This study points out the huge economic impact of Recreation.  BCHW's legislative Chair keep track of these 
things.  I have found that talking the economy and money to agencies and government folks in meetings and 
letters can make a difference in attitudes.  All recreation is big money.  We as horse/stock users are very high 
on the list as you will read below.   

Best regards, 

Mike 

Equestrian contribution: $6,139,000,000 ($13.4 billion gross output, $7.8 billion nominal) 

2012        2013         2014         2015        2016         2017 
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BCHUSW Meeting Minutes 

September 10, 2019 

 
 

The BCHUSW chapter meeting was called to order September 10, 2019 at the St. George Com-

munity Center. In attendance were: Paul Sloane, David and Judith Mayfield, Freddy Dunn, 
Roshelle Bromley, Lin and Sue Hokana, Jeanette Blasdell, Ann, Pat Matthews, Doug West, Jim 
Wallick, Klaus Klemi, Deborah Threedy, Dave and Pat Hill, Carl and Sherri Philips, Shane and 
Dana Christensen, Michael Piel, Carol Gregory, Allison Frasier, Don Bateman, Daryl Baler and 
Marie Langness, 
 

Minutes: A motion was made and approved to accept the minutes as printed in August’s news-

letter. 
 

Old Business: Paul Sloane provided members a bridge reimbursement update. 
 

Special Presentation: Colonel Al Matheson, second generation Iron County historian, gave a 
presentation on historical trails including the Old Spanish Trail in Iron County. 
 
 
 

Ride Calendar: 
 

October—12th Duvall’s and Burger Burn 

November—9th Snow Canyon and Burger Burn or Pot Luck at Freddy and Larry’s place 
December—Annual Dutch Oven Dinner Auction 

. 
 

Adjournment: 8:00 

 
 
 
 

Natural Hoof Care    

Barefoot Trimming 

 

 

Jay B. Rex 229-1891 
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CHAPTER RIDES:  Every 2nd Saturday of each month                 

(unless specified otherwise) 

 October 12th— The Duvall’s spread in Enterprise with Burger Burn to Follow. Bring a 

side dish!  In the Saddle at 10:00 AM                   

Directions:  Take SR-18 north to Enterprise, turn left at the T (Sinclair Station), go 5 miles 

west to the Duvall’s.  2 Story yellow house with yellow out building a  big barn.  Their name is 

on a rock and house number 3272 is on a post. 

 November 9th—Snow Canyon 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
  CHAPTER MEETINGS :    

 October 8th—St. George Community Bldg. 6:30pm 

Come and participate in our decisions for the chapter! 

Hat of the Month! 

 Sported by: Sierra Chidester 

Chapter contacts 

President: Paul Sloane                                   632-7642

               psloane@infowest.com 

Vice President: Lin Hokana                     209-790-9022

                             lhokana@tdsmail.com 

Secretary:  Jeanette Blasdell   818-415-1305

                 jzblasdell@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Freddy Dunn                                 652-4892

              freddydunn@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Paul Sloane          632-7642 

               psloane@infowest.com 

Rides:  Roshelle Bromley                                313-7518                  

               romanrider@gmail.com 

Website: www.bchu.com—Click on Southwest link

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and 

in Snow Canyon.  We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you 

in advance for your compliance with the rules. 



The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah 

is: 

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and 

mules in America’s back country and wilderness. 

2.  To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack 

and saddle stock use. 

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands. 

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and 

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general 

public, commensurate with our heritage. 

5.  To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country 

Horsemen throughout Utah. 

To: 

Southwest Chapter Newsletter 
P.O. Box 3174 
St. George, UT 84771 
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