Back Country Horsemen of Utah—Southwest Chapter

Marking the trails for our members

& Southwest Cairn s

From the Presidents Saddle

September 2020

First | want to thank our ladies who
organized a surprise 80th birthday
celebration for me at the end of our last
chapter meeting, Featuring a ice cream
cake and beautiful 8x10 framed photo of
me on my horse TY. Very much
appreciated!

Our last newsletter indicated that we
would be riding at Duncan Springs.
However, since then we have learned
that the Duvall’'s have been working their
rear ends off building a new trail course
with obstacles to make it a littte more
challenging. We have accepted their
invitation to have our October ride at
their place to test out the new course and
test our horses. We will have a burger

October 13th

Meeting at the Commu-
nity Bldg 6:30PM

burn after the ride. Sounds like a lot of
funt!!

A few corrals are in need of repair in
Pine Valley, so to honor National
Public Lands Day September 26th a
our chapter will be conducting repairs
on September 24th. The USFS will be
providing the rails we will need to
complete the repairs.

At our chapter meeting earlier this
month we discussed if we should have
our annual Dutch oven Dinner and
Auction due to the Covid out— break.
We will let you know what is decided.
Your thoughts would be appreciated.

Welcome NEW MEMBERS:
Aspen & Jeremy Rider, Toy Canto,
Tamera Larson, & Catherine Peterson

Happy Trails !

Paul

Happy Halloween

NEXT MEETING
October 13th, 6:30PM
Community Building

See Page 7 for details
o i -

Monthly Ride!

October 10th At the
Duvall’s in Enterprise.
Burger Burn to follow!

See Page 7 for Details
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BCH Ride at Gooseberry Mesa
September 12, 2020
By
Paul Sloane

Thanks to UDOT who took out the sign directing folks to Gooseberry Mesa due to widening of the road a
couple of our group over shot the intersection the that takes you to the mesa. Just to add more confusion,
the area where we generally park our rigs was posted “keep out”. We got a hold of Roshelle by phone (as
she was not far behind) and she informed us that she had obtained permission to park where we wanted.
We finally gathered where we wanted and saddled up for the ride.

The dusty dozen who rode today were: Roshelle Bromley our trusty guide, Steve Jillian, Jodi Blatter, Vic-
toria DeMille, Lin Hokana, Jeanette Blasdell, Deja Schweitzer, Aspen Rider, Julie & Tom Greninger, Jodie
Shaw, and Paul Sloane.

The first leg of the ride is a 3 mile stretch on various roads that takes you to a trail head with a restroom. A
short distance past the TH you will find the trail that takes you to the rim of the mesa with all the beautiful
views as you look north-east towards Grafton. This trail is more unique than the typical mountain trail.
There are few straight sections as you are constantly weaving around through the trees, over flat slick
rock, and around rock formations. The mesa is very flat as the elevation gain from the TH is slightly over
300ft. You need to pay attention as the trail is not well trimmed but that just adds to this trails unique ex-
perience. | was fussing with mt clippers and not paying attention when TY ran me into a jagged broken off
limb which poked a few holed in my arm. Had to stop for repairs and then proceeded on.

If you are afraid of heights this may not be the trail for you as the drop offs along the trails edges are deep
(but beautiful). If you are nervous just close your eyes and trust your horse. There is a plethora of great
photo ops as you ride along, old gnarly trees with a back drop of multi colored vistas, and your friends on
their horse with the same views.

At approximately the half way point amongst a chorus of I'm starving, my blood sugar is low, we stopped
along the edge of the mesa, tied our horses and enjoyed a pleasant lunch together. After lunch we veered
away from the mesa's edge and headed west towards our rigs. At rides end we had traveled 10.9 miles
and moving time was 3hrs 33min, but our total time was closer to 5 hours.

This ride ranks as one of my favorites and | am thankful that Roshelle had introduced us to this ride. This
was our third chapter ride at Gooseberry Mesa going back to November 2014.

Thanks to Deja Schweiter and Aspen Rider for their photo contributions to the newsletter.
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Pine Valley Corral Repair Project

By Deja Schweitzer and Lin Hokana

Question: How many people does it take to replace a broken corral fence rail? Seven! At least that's how many
came to Pine Valley Equestrian Campground to help with some much-needed repairs.

To celebrate National Public Lands Day our BCHU chapter partnered with the US Forest Service to repair four cor-
rals in the Pine Valley Equestrian Campground. The US Forest Service supplied the timber for the rails that needed
replacing and seven BCHUSW members provided the tools, parts and labor. Work started Thursday at 10:00 am
and finished a little after 3:00. Everyone rolled up their sleeves and took part in the work, removing the damaged
rails and hardware, drilling holes in the new rails and bolting them into place. Some helped with trimming trees and
tightening loose bolts on the corrals. The work ran smoothly and efficiently and you can tell by the smiles on our
faces that we all had a good time and enjoyed the comradely. We all celebrated after the work was done with some
delicious pie and ice cream.

It's deeply rewarding to be part of an organization that gives back and provides service to help maintain the eques-
trian trails and facilities that we all enjoy.

The lucky seven were Mel and Marie Langness, Dennis Peters, David Mayfield, Deja Schweitzer, Jeannette Blasdell
and Lin Hokana. And thanks go to Erica Baker and Charity Jessop from the Pine Valley Ranger District for delivering
the rails to each work site.

Everyone please remember; any time you conduct service on behalf of BCH, report your time on the state’s website.
It's super easy (and | reported the groups’ work hours for this project). Start at BCHU.com and click on the “Work
Hours” icon on the left-hand column. The questions and answers are easy to complete. If you have questions,
please ask one of the officers. Our volunteer hours are one of our greatest assets. You can do it!!

!
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RBCHUSW Meeting Minutes
September 8, 2020

The BCHUSW chapter meeting was called to order September 8, 2020 at the St. George Community
Center by President Paul Sloane. In attendance were: Paul Sloane, Freddy Dunn, Ann Guhman, Deja
Schweitzer, Aspen Rider, Rochelle Bromley, Lin Hokana, Sherri Phillips and Jeanette Blasdell

Minutes: A motion was made, seconded, and passed to accept August’s minutes.

Treasurer’ Report: Freddy Dunn’s presented a Profit & Loss Previous Year Comparison for January
through August. Our total income is $3,861.00 as compared to last year’s total of

$10,855.50. Our total assets currently are $8,143.98 as compared to last year’s total of $1,975.24. A mo-
tion was made, seconded and passed to approve the presented budget.

Old Business:

Pine Valley Corral Project- Roshelle Bromley is still waiting to receive quotes for the cost of stand alone
corrals.

Local Emergencies- Freddy Dunn volunteered to organize our phone tree.

Celebrate Pioneer Park- Deja Schweitzer and Jeanette Blasdell organized a group of seven riders in cele-
bration of the event. Kathleen Berglund sent us a lovely note thanking us for our attendance.

Red Mountain Lock- Lin Hokana and Jeanette Blasdell reported that the gate is no longer locked.

New Business:

Public Land Day September 26"- It was decided we will fix the Pine Valley corrals in celebration of Public
Lands Day on September 26™. Paul Sloane volunteered to inform the department of forestry and request
replacement timber. Lin Hokana, Freddy Dunn, and Jeanette Blasdell volunteered to meet in Pine Valley

and assess the specific needs of each corral.

Saint George Outdoor Program- Paul Sloane gave Mike Swartz the names of a few equestrian facilities
that may meet the requirements for this grant.

Dinner Auction- Jeanette Blasdell voiced that we may need to rethink our dinner/auction in December.

Ride Calendar: ' Natural HOQf Care
e October 10- Duvall’s i Bar :

o November 14" Elephant Arch
A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn.
Respectfully submitted by Jeanette Blasdell

The meeting was adjourned 7:25
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Calendar of Events

CHAPTER MEETINGS :

« October 13th—St. George Community Bldg. 6:30pm

Come and participate in our decisions for the chapter!

CHAPTER RIDES: Every 2nd Saturday of each month
(unless specified otherwise)

e October 10th— The Duvall’s spread in Enterprise with Burger Burn to Follow. Bring a

side dish! In the Saddle at 10:00 AM

Directions: Take SR-18 north to Enterprise, turn left at the T (Sinclair Station), go 5 miles
west to the Duvall’s. 2 Story yellow house with yellow out building a big barn. Their name is

on a rock and house number 3272 is on a post.

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes in the Red Cliffs Desert Reserve and
in Snow Canyon. We as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you

in advance for your compliance with the rules.

&°

Helmet's of the Month!

Sported by: Lin Hokana
Jeanette Blasdell

Chapter contacts

632-7642
psloane@infowest.com

President: Paul Sloane

209-790-9022
Ihokana@tdsmail.com

Vice President: Lin Hokana

818-415-1305
jzblasdell@gmail.com

Secretary: Jeanette Blasdell

Treasurer: Freddy Dunn 862-6181
freddydunn@gmail.com

632-7642
psloane@infowest.com

Newsletter: Paul Sloane

313-7518
romanrider@gmail.com

Rides: Roshelle Bromley

Website: www.bchu.com—Click on Southwest link




To:

Back Country Horsemen of Utah

Southwest Chapter Newsletter

P.O. Box 3174

St. George, UT 84771

The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah

is:

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and

mules in America’s back country and wilderness.

2. To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack

and saddle stock use.

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands.

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general

public, commensurate with our heritage.

5. To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country

Horsemen throughout Utah.
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